
Artist Statement of Debbie Sells 

 
One of my favorite pastimes as a child was making mud-pies from red clay found in the backyard of my 

North Carolina home.  Thirty-five years later, my husband encouraged me to take a pottery class where 

I rediscovered the childlike delight of squishing moist clay between my fingers.  I became totally 

absorbed in the joy of manipulating clay to form a pot that would eventually bring pleasure to the daily 

activity of sharing a meal with family and friends. 

 

The pots I make are a reflection of my life’s experiences and my desire to bring happiness into the 

homes of others.  My yearning to slowly kayak along NC’s scenic New River inspired the name and shape 

of the “Lazy River” dishes I create.   The heartwarming stories from customers who purchase a Yummy 

Pot (microwave cake baker) inspire me to always have Yummy Pots available.  It’s rewarding to know this 

little piece of pottery can bring pleasure when someone lovingly microwaves a little cake for a spouse or 

for a friend going through a difficult time.  Yes, it’s so wonderful to realize that creating pottery 

reflects my joy of living a humble life.    

 

The potter’s wheel is usually where I begin working with clay, but 

I love to alter a wheel-thrown vessel to create something of 

greater interest for my customers.  Handbuilding is also 

incorporated into my stoneware creations to produce a body of 

work that appeals to a variety of pottery lovers. Spraying a 

mixture of several glazes onto a white clay pot and firing it in an 

electric kiln, allows me to create a remarkable finish on the 

pottery.  All functional pottery is tested for safety and durability 

so it holds up to daily use in the microwave, oven and dishwasher.  

Collaboration with my husband, Randy affords me the benefit of 

always having another potter’s view on processes and designs. 

 

Having the freedom and the flexibility to create pottery during 

my retirement years continues to provide me with a child-like 

enthusiasm for each new day.  Where will clay take me today?  

and…What about tomorrow?  Clay has introduced me to an amazing community of exceptional people.  

What an incredible journey this continues to be!   
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