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Local historians are asking 
an Atlanta-based fast food icon 
to re-use rather than tear down 
an iconic building in Hickory 
Flat.

“Hickory Flat is the oldest 
community in town, and the 
Hickory Flat store is one of 
the only remaining buildings 
still standing,” said Stefanie 
Joyner, executive director of 
the Cherokee County Historical 
Society.

A Chick-fil-A restaurant 
is planned at the site where 
Hickory Flat Store is, the last 
historic building located on 

the four corners that was the 
epicenter of historic Hickory 
Flat.

The building is in early stages 
of being developed by Chick-
fil-A, which has requested a 
variance to place a sign on 
the property. Joyner started 
a petition called “Save Hickory 
Flat Store” on the Change.org 
website because she wanted to 
bring attention to the situation.

Chick-fil-A spokeswoman 
Jackie Jags said this week the 
company is aware of commu-
nity concerns and is in com-
munication with the Historical 
Society.

SAVING A PIECE OF HISTORY
History group wants fast food chain to save building

This former Hickory Flat store, at 6114 Hickory Flat Highway, is being developed to become a Chick-fil-A restaurant. Area shown is 
where gas pumps once stood. / Staff-Margaret Waage

Cagle farm
forum draws 
hundreds of
attendees

Pedestrian 
killed by 
vehicle on
Trickum Road

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

BALL GROUND — Thirty-seven candidates 
for federal, state and county elected offices
stumped for votes at Cagle’s Family Farm near
Ball Ground on Tuesday night. More than 450 
people crowded the venue at the joint Cherokee 
County Farm Bureau and Cherokee County 
Chamber of Commerce-hosted event, which 
lasted more than four hours.

“We were very pleased with the turnout from 
both the candidate and attendee perspective 
– especially those candidates running for state-
wide races that are pulled in so many directions
during the campaign,” Pam Carnes, president 
and CEO of the Cherokee County Chamber 
of Commerce said. “Voters were able to hear 
from a variety of candidates - many that they 
might not have known about previously – which 
definitely makes for an educational event.”

Candidates for Georgia’s 11th Congressional 
District, incumbent U.S. Rep. Barry Loudermilk, 
R-Cassville and Democratic challenger Flynn 
Broady opened the evening, taking questions 
on climate change, term limits, tax cuts and 
healthcare. The 11th Congressional District

Staff reports

A pedestrian was struck and killed by a vehicle 
on Wednesday afternoon as she walked along 
Trickum Road, just north of Ga. Highway 92, the 
Cherokee Sheriff’s Office reported Wednesday.
Woodstock police were dispatched to the scene 
at approximately 12:18 p.m.

Aaron Miller, 20, of Woodstock was driving 
northbound on Trickum Road just after noon 
when he noticed a pedestrian in the road and 
swerved to avoid them, according to Sgt. Mari-
anne Kelley with the Cherokee Sheriff’s Office. 
When Miller swerved, he drove onto the sidewalk
and struck Diana Scott, 85, of Woodstock, who 
was transported to a local hospital and later 
pronounced dead, Kelley said.

“The pedestrian Miller was avoiding was a 
relative of Scott’s,” Kelley said in a news release. 
“The pedestrians were not utilizing a crosswalk 
as they crossed Trickum Road.”

Woodstock Police Department and the Cher-
okee Sheriff’s Office Traffic Enforcement Unit 
are conducting an investigation into the cause of 
the accident, and no charges have yet been filed.

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

HICKORY FLAT – Some south 
Cherokee residents have voiced con-
cern with the function of a church 
and addiction recovery ministry’s 
use of a building off Earney Road, 
citing questions of zoning violation
and abuse of religious institution 
exemptions. 

Church and ministry staff say the 
recovery aspects of the organization 
are in no way “treatment-oriented”
and that the building’s uses were
approved when the land was acquired 
late last year.

Richard Jordan, resident of Old
Church Place near Woodstock said 
Wednesday that Vision Warriors 
ministry had taken ownership of 
buildings at 1709 Old Church Place 
late last year and has since been 
boarding recovering addicts. Jordan 
said the Vision Warriors church,
formerly Happy Acres ministry, a 
temporary housing facility for trav-
eling missionaries, began operations 
as a church, but is instead functioning
as “tenant boarding.” He said sur-
rounding residents have concerns 
with the non-profit’s effect on their
property value and potential crime,
adding that the church may be in 

violation of permitted uses of zoning.
“The previous owner – Happy 

Acres – paid, before we purchased 
the property, for a zoning certifi-
cation letter to be issued by the
county,” Vision Warriors Founder 
and Executive Director Kirk Driskell
said Thursday.

That letter and other documenta-
tion, which was approved and issued
at time of sale, laid out the name,
address, uses of the property and 
permitted uses under county code, 
none of which conflicted, Driskell 
said. 

Local church responds to allegations of zoning violation

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

The Cherokee County Planning Commis-
sion will get its second look next month 
at a site plan that proposes commercial, 
office and residential subdivision uses 
at 8058 Hickory Flat Highway, off Jep 
Wheeler Road after a vote from the board 
of commissioners. Thirty-two homes east
of Canton are also pending the Cherokee 
County Commission’s approval after a 
planning commission recommendation
on Tuesday.

The Cherokee County Board of Commis-
sioners voted unanimously on Tuesday

to send the plan for
a pottery workshop,
retail sales location
and detached residential 
development back to the 
planning commission, 
citing too little time to 
review a revised site 
plan. The original site
plan came to the board 
with a planning com-
mission recommenda-

tion for approval at a reduced-density 
residential zoning.

The applicant is requesting portions 
of the 13.37-acre plot be rezoned from

general commercial and 
low-density residential
uses to neighborhood 
commercial, office and 
slightly higher density 
residential. According 
to a February planning 
staff summary of the 
application, the plan
previously called for 
11 residential lots. 

“The revised plan
was submitted, but it lacked running 
through the due process,” Commissioner

Commissioners sent project plans back;
zone board sends subdivision forward

Vision Warriors church, formerly Happy Acres ministry, has recently been under 
fire from some Cherokee residents who are concerned with its transitional 
housing functions for men recovering from addiction. / Staff-Thomas Hartwell
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Raymond Gunnin said prior 
to his motion at the board’s 
meeting on Tuesday. “I think 
it’s only fair to allow the plan-
ning commission, planning 
department and the board 
of commissioners to have 
more time to look at this, 
since it was only Thursday 
of last week that we got it.”

Gunnin said the new plan 
had “significant changes” 
that had not yet been seen 
by planning staff and adja-
cent homeowners. County 
ordinance also dictates that 
revised plans must be sub-
mitted seven days prior to 
their assigned date if they 
expect to be heard.

“(The planning and engi-
neering) department hasn’t 
even had time to put together 
any comments on this revised 
plan, so we’ll send it back 
and call for another public 
hearing and move forward 
from there,” Commission 
Chair Buzz Ahrens said prior 
to the vote.

An initial staff report on 
the plan raised concerns 
regarding the density of 
the project in an area of 
Hickory Flat characterized 
as country estates, but the 
property borders land zoned 
for high-density and com-
mercial uses, according to 
county documents.

The case will return to the 
planning commission for a 
second public hearing at its 
June 5 meeting at 7 p.m.

The Cherokee County 
Planning Commission rec-
ommended approval on 
Tuesday of a site plan that 
places a subdivision with up 
to 35 homes off Cumming 
Highway, just west of Har-
mony Drive. The plan will 
now move to the board of 
commissioners. 

Applicant and Cherokee 
resident Peter Sanders is 
requesting the rezoning of 
38.93 acres at 295 Dobson 
Circle from Agricultural to 
residential use. During his 
address of the commission, 
Sanders said he is aware of 
Cherokee residents’ concerns 
about high-density projects 
and is equally concerned. 
He said though the property 
falls within the development 
map’s “community village 
node” designation, he aims 
to build a subdivision that 
works to conserve the rural 
character of the surrounding, 
low-density neighborhoods.

“I love the county, and I 
love this neighborhood. It’s a 
beautiful piece of property,” 
he said. “When I discovered 
it noticed it … it was my 
intent to keep the beauty 
of the neighborhood intact 
by keeping it residential. 
Knowing that community 
village could potentially be 

office, industrial or commer-
cial, I thought this piece was 
best suited for a beautiful 
residential subdivision.”

Planning commissioners 
questioned Sanders on the 
improvements to the new 
development’s required inter-
section with Harmony Road, 
buffers and possible planned 
monetary contributions to 
the Cherokee County School 
District, but largely praised 
the application.

“I’ve been on this board 
for four years, and I have 
been awaiting almost four 
years to have an opportu-
nity to vote on a request for 
rezoning that is not asking 
for the maximum density,” 
Commissioner Tom Ware 
said during discussion. “I 
think this R-40 request fits 
quite nicely into this specific 
location.”

No one spoke for or against 
the application during the 
public hearing. The project 
will be heard by the Cherokee 
County Board of Commis-
sioners at its June 5 meeting.

“Our goal is to commu-
nicate with the developer 
to ask for special consid-
eration in how the site is 
constructed,” Joyner said. 
“Retrofitting the building 
where the design starts with 
the shell would go a long way 
for making the restaurant 
an attraction.” 

   The building at 6114 
Hickory Flat Highway still 
bears an overhead extension 
that covers the area below 
where gasoline pumps once 
stood. The former store and 
gas station was built in 1950 
at the intersection of Ga. 
Highway 140 and Cherokee 
Drive. The store was owned 
by the Quarles family, who 
had a home across the street, 
and it was run by Jim and 
Myrtie Pinyan and Laurence 
Turner, among others.

Originally the second 
floor of the store was used 

as a Masonic hall until the 
group moved into another 
bui lding.  Lighthouse 
Antiques opened the store 
in the early 2000’s and 
was run by Will Hopkins. 
It closed several years later 
and the building has stood 
empty since then. 

Joyner said Chick-fil-A 
has been a good community 
partner within Cherokee 
County.

“They may have a formula 
in place for their restaurant 
sites. However, because of 
the significance of this last 
standing historic building, 

we felt it was something we 
need to ask about,” she said.

Joyner said when she 
initially posted about the 
Hickory Flat Store on the 
CCHS Facebook page a 
week ago, there was an 
overwhelming response. The 
post garnered 552 reactions, 
287 shares and hundreds of 
comments. Joyner said the 
petition was a good way to 
get the word out in addi-
tion to social media, as she 
wanted people to know the 
status of the building. 

“We’re hoping people will 
want to keep this piece of 

history,” Joyner said. The 
Hickory Flat Store is listed 
on the CCHS website as one 
of their “Sites Worth Saving” 
where public comments 
dating back to 2009 can 
be read. 

The petition request 
states, “We hope that this 
petition will convince Chick-
fil-A corporate offices to inte-
grate the existing building 
into their new site plans.” 
The petition was set to col-
lect 1,000 signatures and as 
of May 3, 802 signatures had 
been collected. The petition 
is at: tinyurl.com/ycqbtfoe.
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CITY OF CANTON
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Canton will hold a public hearing on May 
17, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Canton City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, Georgia 30114.  A work session will be 
held at 6:00 p.m. on May 3, 2018.

The Mayor and City Council will hear a request for rezoning, case Z1804-001. Case Z1804-001 has been filed 
by Aaron Properties, LLC and seeks to rezone 1016 Marietta Road (Map Book 91N10, Parcel 023) and 1024 
Marietta Road (Map Book 91N10, Parcel 023A) from GC (General Commercial) to LI (Light Industrial) for the 
operation of a furniture manufacturing / retail business.

Note:  Georgia law requires that all parties who have made campaign contributions to the Mayor or to a City 
Council Member in excess of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) within two (2) years immediately preceding the 
filing of this request, and/or who desire to speak at the public hearings in opposition to these applications, shall, 
at least five (5) days prior to the hearing, file a campaign contribution report with the Department of Planning 
and Zoning.   Disclosure forms are available in the Department of Planning and Zoning located at 151 Elizabeth 
Street.  The complete text of the Georgia law and a disclosure form are available in the Office of the City Clerk, 
151 Elizabeth Street.

If information is needed, the application is available for review at the office of Planning and Zoning located at 
151 Elizabeth Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  All meetings are open to the public.

City of Canton
Notice of Public Hearing
Board of Zoning Appeals

Notice is hereby given that the City of Canton Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on May 14, 2018 at 6:00 
PM on the third floor in the Canton City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, GA 30114.  A work session will be held at 5:30 
p.m. The Board will hear a variance request filed by Canton Mill Venture, LLC, case number V1803-002. The applicant seeks a 
variance to the following requirements of the Unified Development Code: 1) The elimination of Parking Lot Screening, Section 
3.04.09; 2) The elimination of Landscape Screening Requirements, Section 3.03.07; 3) The elimination of Landscape Buffer 
Requirements, Section 3.03.08; 4) The elimination of Parking Requirements, Section 3.04.01; 5) Encroachment into the required 
river buffer, Section 7.04.00.
If information is needed, the applications are available for review at the office of Planning and Zoning located at 151 Elizabeth 
Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  All persons interested in the above application may appear in support 
or opposition either in person, by agent or attorney.  All meetings are open to the public.

CANTON BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

City of Canton
Notice of Public Hearing
Board of Zoning Appeals

Notice is hereby given that the City of Canton Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on May 14, 
2018 at 6:00 PM on the third floor in the Canton City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, GA 30114.  A work 
session will be held at 5:30 p.m. The Board will hear a variance request filed by Kellie Baxter, case number 
V1804-001. The applicant seeks a variance to allow for awning letters to be larger than eight (8) inches in height 
(Code Section 3.05.09.D(2). The property is located 200 North Street.
If information is needed, the application is available for review at the office of Planning and Zoning located at 
151 Elizabeth Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  All persons interested in the above 
application may appear in support or opposition either in person, by agent or attorney.  All meetings are open 
to the public.

CANTON BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

City of Canton
Notice of Public Hearing
Board of Zoning Appeals

Notice is hereby given that the City of Canton Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on May 14, 
2018 at 6:00 PM on the third floor in the Canton City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, GA 30114.  A work 
session will be held at 5:30 p.m. The Board will hear a variance request filed by Canton Mill Venture, LLC, case 
number V1803-002. The applicant seeks a variance to the following requirements of the Unified Development 
Code: 1) The elimination of Parking Lot Screening, Section 3.04.09; 2) The elimination of Landscape Screen-
ing Requirements, Section 3.03.07; 3) The elimination of Landscape Buffer Requirements, Section 3.03.08; 
4) The elimination of Parking Requirements, Section 3.04.01; 5) Encroachment into the required river buffer, 
Section 7.04.00.
If information is needed, the applications are available for review at the office of Planning and Zoning located 
at 151 Elizabeth Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  All persons interested in the above 
application may appear in support or opposition either in person, by agent or attorney.  All meetings are open 
to the public.

CANTON BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The City of Canton, GA is requesting proposals from qualified. firms to provide solid waste 
collection, disposal, recycling, and yard waste services for the City of Canton’s residential 
customers. Proposals will be received by the City of Canton until 10:00 am, Thursday, May 24, 
2018. Proposals received after the specified time will be returned unopened to sender. A MAN-
DATORY pre-proposal meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 10:00 am at Canton 
City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, GA 30114.

Proposal documents can be downloaded from the City’s website at www.cantonga.gov or may 
be reviewed and obtained at Canton City Hall at 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, Georgia 30114. 
If this Request for Proposals is downloaded from the City’s website, it is the responsibility of 
the individual or company that downloads the RFP to continue to check the City’s website for 
any addenda that may be issued for this RFP. The City of Canton is not responsible for any 
information that any individual or company fails to get in an addendum that is posted on the 
website but is not downloaded. For additional information about the project, contact Nathan 
Ingram at nathan.ingram@cantonga.gov or at 770-704-1523.

AIRLINES
ARE

HIRING

NATION’S LARGEST 
GUN SHOW

MAY 5-6 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-4
ATLANTA EXPO CENTER

3650 JONESBORO RD SE 
ATLANTA, GA

INFO: (563) 927-8176 • rkpreppershows.com
Thousands of guns, ammo, first aid, water purification, 

self defense, precious metals, long term food, disaster readiness

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-914-2062
www.dental50plus.com/georgia

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Call 1-855-508-9232 ask for 51689AMM 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/meal57

Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must ship with #51689. Standard S&H will be added. 
Expires 7/31/18. ©2018 OCG | 18M0094 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.) 
51689AMM | $199.90* separately

Combo Price $4999

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price.aggregated single item base price.aggregated single item base price.

Plus, 4 more
Burgers & 4

more Kielbasa

FREE

HISTORY
From A1

PLANS
From A1
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CANTON — As a developer transforms 
most of a downtown street into a parking 
area for its new mixed-use development, 
just two houses remain on Hill Street 
Circle. One of those houses belongs to 
Dewey Cole, whose family has decided 
to stay put as work progresses around 
their property.

When the Harris Group’s Academy @ 
Main project got started, Cole said he had 
been approached by the developer to sell 
the house to make way for parking that 
is planned along the street. Academy @ 
Main is transforming the historic Canton 
Elementary School and Canton Textile 
Mill offices into retail, office and restau-
rant space, with a new Panera Bread 
restaurant under construction as well. 

Plans call for the Harris Group to build 

125 public parking spots to downtown 
Canton.

Cole, who was born in the house he 
owns at 10 Hill Street Circle, says to him 
the house is more than just a building. 
Cole’s father initially rented the house, 
with an option to buy in order to be near 
the Canton Textile Mill where he worked. 
At that time all the houses along his street 
were mill worker homes. 

Cole said he was born at home, which 
wasn’t unusual in 1944. “Doctors didn’t 
believe in hospitals,” said Cole, and they 
often made house calls. The house was 
originally smaller than it is now. Over 
the years rooms were added on to accom-
modate a growing family, three children 
in all.

The house sits back from the street at 
the end of a long driveway. The driveway 
was initially used as a right of way road 
connecting to Railroad Street. 

The house was later purchased. An 
adjacent lot in the front of the house 
was purchased later still and remains 
an open space.

“When we were kids, that’s where we 
played. It was our place to run and play 
baseball, because we didn’t need much. 
We had grass, the water tower as first 
base, and the field to run all the bases,” 
he said.

One of those baseball games ended 
in tragedy, as Cole’s younger brother 
Donald Frederick Cole was accidentally 
struck in the chest with a bat and later 
died from the injury at Coker Hospital.

“It’s that kind of history that happens 
where you live that make a place senti-
mental,” said Dewey Cole. 

The house was left to Cole in his name; 
however, he shares decisions regarding 

LONE HOLDOUT
Family holds onto land as development grows around them

Dewey Cole reminisces about his childhood at 10 Hill Street Circle. The house he owns there is one of the remaining properties on 
Hill Street Circle as the area is being transformed for parking as part of the Academy @ Main development plan. / Staff-Margaret Waage

Cherokee 
water wins
taste test

February break 
shorter in next 
year’s calendar

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON — Tap water tastes better in Cherokee 
County than anywhere in the region, according
to a state association. And when clean water
gets dirty in local sinks, tubs and toilets, the 
Cherokee County Water and Sewerage Authority 
is among the best at making it clean again.

The Georgia Association of Water Professionals
recognized the Cherokee County authority’s 
Fitzgerald Creek Water Reclamation Facility as 
2018 Facility of the Year and gave it a Platinum
Award. The Rose Creek Pollution Control Facility
and Etowah River Water Treatment Plant also 
received a Platinum Award. In Georgia’s District
1, the CCWSA also became the 2018 Georgia
Drinking Water Taste Test Champion.

Platinum award winners had no permit viola-
tions at those facilities for a year. The Fitzgerald 
and Rose Creek plants have received the award 
for eight consecutive years, and the Etowah
facility has received the award for three years 
running.

“The bottom line is that we’re doing our 
job,” CCWSA General Manager Tom Heard 
said Monday. “(These awards) show the com-
munity that we are doing our job in keeping 
the in the environment safe and keeping their 
drinking water safe for their families from start 
to finish. That’s our goal: to continue to strive 
and achieve and reach those goals every year.”

While the Platinum Awards represent the most 
stringent and important aspects of regulation 
and environmental protection, the drinking

SHANNON BALLEW
sballew@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON — The last three days of what is tradi-
tionally a weeklong February break in Cherokee
County School District will be school days next 
year, as the school board voted on calendars 
for the next four years last week.

Next spring, Feb. 20-22 are scheduled as 
regular school days, which are to be canceled 
if the district does not need to make up the
days for inclement weather. The full February 
break returns for the following three school
years, when the district expects to implement 
an online system on the Canvas platform for
weather make up days.

“We are committed to permanently restoring
the full week-long February break beginning with 
the 2019-20 school year by using our Canvas 
online learning system when schools close for 
inclement weather,” said Superintendent Brian
Hightower.

Previously, the week-long holiday included 
three “potential inclement weather make up 
days,” which the district used this year to make 
up snow days and called students back to school 
after many had already made plans, including 
non-refundable travel expenses.

At the end of next fall semester, Friday, Dec.
21 is now a regular school day, with students
returning to school Jan. 8. While October previ-
ously had no student breaks, for the next three 
years Columbus Day is a teacher work day and 
student holiday.

 For the full calendars and more information,
visit www.cherokeek12.net.

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

HICKORY FLAT — A resident 
of a Hickory Flat neighborhood
said he is inviting neighbors to a 
meeting Thursday to rally oppo-
sition to and collect signatures on 
a petition against the Vision War-
riors Church’s addiction recovery
ministry, which houses recovering 
addicts at its facility on Old Country 
Place. 

Vision Warriors staff has 
responded to the opposition saying 
that the church is not in violation
of any rules and does not pose any 

threat to its neighbors.
Richard Jordan, who is organizing

the meeting at Family Tradition 
Restaurant in Hickory Flat, said
Tuesday he expects the petition 
to gather nearly 1,000 signatures 
from local residents.

Jordan said he and other area 
residents are “adamantly opposed” 
to the church operating as what he
called a “tenant boarding house,”
citing safety and property value 
concerns. The church currently 
hosts services and houses about 
20 men in transitional housing.

Jordan said he and other area 
residents support the ministry, but 

that it’s in the wrong location and 
should be placed in an industrial 
or commercial area.

Jordan also questioned the 
church’s ability to claim Internal 
Revenue Service exemptions given
that people who live in the transi-
tional housing pay membership fees,
and said it should not be allowed to 
continue functioning as it currently 
does under county zoning code. 

County zoning staff previously 
said last week they would be looking
into whether the church is in vio-
lation of any zoning uses.

Hickory Flat residents set meeting to oppose church program

SHANNON BALLEW
sballew@cherokeetribune.com

In light of recent student-led events 
calling for more gun control legislation 
after the Parkland, Florida, shooting,
Etowah High School freshman Nicole
Martin decided there needed to be a plat-
form for students with a different point 
of view. She heard about the nationally
organized “Stand for the Second” stu-
dent walkout in support of gun rights 
and planned a local one with her friend, 
Kylie Jones, in conjunction with the 
events May 2.

“We used social media to connect to
other Second Amendment supporters
and heard about a national walkout Will 
Riley was holding. We knew this was a 
perfect way to show that not all high
schoolers feel the same way about the 
right to keep and bear arms,” Martin said.

Students worked with the school’s 
administration to organize a gathering
which lasted about 15 minutes. During
the event students gave the Pledge of 
Allegiance, sang the national anthem,

and read the Second Amendment, along 
with the whole Bill of Rights. “A couple 
hundred” people attended the walkout, 
Martin said.

“There were some who were against it, 
but most students were okay with it. We 
had a lot of people show up,” she said. 

Last fall, Etowah was the target of a
school shooting threat. Alfred Dupree 
and Victoria McCurley were indicted in 
December with conspiracy to commit 
murder and other felony charges, to
which they pleaded not guilty. In October, 
the suspects were arrested after an
anonymous tip to police led to search 
warrants, through which authorities
found firearms, a destructive device 
and a journal detailing the threats and 
potential victims.

Martin said that the incident at her
school illustrates that lives can be saved
without restricting Second Amendment 
rights.

“I think school shootings can be 
stopped without taking away the Second 
Amendment. Violence can be stopped 
without taking away rights,” she said.

Students from more than 500 schools
held pro-gun rights walkout events across
the country, according to Stand for the 
Second’s national event website.

Etowah students ‘walk out’ in support of 2nd Amendment

From left, Kylie Jones and Nicole Martin
organized a “Stand for the Second” walkout 
event in support of gun rights at Etowah
High School. / Special to the Tribune

Richard Jordan, resident of Old Country Place in Hickory Flat, is hosting 
a meeting at Family Tradition Restaurant on Thursday, opposing the tran-
sitional housing and addiction ministry that Vision Warriors Church offers 
down the street from him. / Staff-Thomas Hartwell

See HOLDOUT, A3

SEE CHURCH, A5

SEE WATER, A5
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CATHERINE LUCEY 
and JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump withdrew 
the U.S. from the landmark 
nuclear accord with Iran on 
Tuesday, abruptly restoring 
harsh sanctions in the most 
consequential foreign policy 
action of his presidency. He 
declared he was making 
the world safer, but he also 
deepened his isolation on 
the world stage and revived 
doubts about American cred-
ibility.

The 2015 agreement, 
which was negotiated by the 
Obama administration and 
included Germany, France 
and Britain, had lifted most 
U.S. and international eco-
nomic sanctions against Iran. 
In exchange, Iran agreed to 
restrictions on its nuclear 
program, making it impos-
sible to produce a bomb 
and establishing rigorous 
inspections.

But Trump, a severe critic 
of the deal dating back to his 
presidential campaign, said 
in a televised address from 
the White House that it was 
“defective at its core.”

Senator Johnny Isakson, 
R-Georgia, a member of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations, issued a statement 
supporting Trump’s actions, 
noting that he opposed the 
original agreement in 2015.

“Sadly, the nuclear agree-
ment put a time limit on our 
ability to constrain Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions, and it 
never went far enough to 
ensure Iran’s commitment 
to other international agree-
ments,” Isakson said in the 
statement. “President Trump 
is approaching this threat 
with the strength and resolve 
that was lacking in the pre-
vious administration. For 
the security of our country, 
I agree that we need to start 
over on this flawed agree-
ment.”

Likewise, Sen. David 
Perdue, R-Georgia, issued 
a statement agreeing with 
Trump’s decision, calling it 
a “strong action” that puts 

America’s national security 
interests first.

 “The goal should be that 
Iran never possess a nucle-
ar weapon, period. Rather 
than punish Iran for its illicit 
behavior, President (Barack) 
Obama’s weak agreement 
created a pathway for the 
rogue regime to develop a 
nuclear weapon due to its 
sunset clauses and inspec-
tion loopholes,” Perdue said 
in the statement. “In fact, 
this poorly-negotiated deal 
emboldened Iran to continue 
its ballistic missile program, 
support of terrorism, and 
aggression toward one of our 
closest allies, Israel.”

Rep. Barry Loudermilk, 
R-Georgia, also issued a state-
ment in support of Trump’s 
withdrawal from the deal and 
said it was a clear message 
that “could not come soon 
enough.”

“This bad deal – nego-
tiated and signed by the 
Obama administration – only 
emboldened Iran’s posture 
in the Middle East and fur-
ther antagonized one of our 
closest allies, Israel,” Loud-
ermilk said. “Even though 
reinstituting sanctions on 
Iran alone won’t be enough to 
curb their quest for nuclear 
weapons, it is a major step 

toward reigning in the Ira-
nian regime. The president 
sent a clear message today 
that America will not sit idly 
by and watch Iran jeopar-
dize Americans’ safety, our 
allies safety, or the common 
interests we share around 
the world.”

U.S. allies in Europe 
had tried to keep him in 
and lamented his move to 
abandon it. Iran’s leader omi-
nously warned his country 
might “start enriching ura-
nium more than before.”

The sanctions seek to 
punish Iran for its nuclear 
program by limiting its ability 
to sell oil or do business over-
seas, affecting a wide range 
of Iranian economic sectors 
and individuals.

Major companies in the 
U.S. and Europe could be 
hurt, too. Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin said 
that licenses held by Boeing 
and its European competitor 
Airbus to sell billions of dol-
lars in commercial jetliners to 
Iran will be revoked. Certain 
exemptions are to be negoti-
ated, but Mnuchin refused to 
discuss what products might 
qualify.

He said the sanctions will 
sharply curtail sales of oil 
by Iran, which is currently 

the world’s fifth largest oil 
producer. Mnuchin said 
he didn’t expect oil prices 
to rise sharply, forecasting 
that other producers will step 
up production.

Iran’s government must 
now decide whether to follow 
the U.S. and withdraw or try 
to salvage what’s left with the 
Europeans. Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani said he was 
sending his foreign minister 
to the remaining countries 
but warned there was only a 

short time to negotiate with 
them.

Laying out his case, Trump 
contended, “If we do nothing, 
we know exactly what will 
happen. In just a short period 
of time, the world’s leading 
state sponsor of terror will 
be on the cusp of acquiring 
the world’s most dangerous 
weapons.”

The administration said 
it would re-impose sanc-
tions on Iran immediately 
but allow grace periods for 
businesses to wind down 
activity. Companies and 
banks doing business with 
Iran will have to scramble to 
extricate themselves or run 
afoul of the U.S. government.

Meanwhile, for nations 
contemplating striking 
their own sensitive deals 
with Trump, such as North 
Korea, the withdrawal will 
increase suspicions that 
they cannot expect lasting 
U.S. fidelity to international 
agreements it signs.

Former President Barack 
Obama, whose administra-
tion negotiated the deal, 
called Trump’s action “mis-
guided” and said, “The con-
sistent flouting of agreements 
that our country is a party 
to risks eroding America’s 
credibility and puts us at 
odds with the world’s major 
powers.”

the property with his sister, 
Brenda Kitchen, who cur-
rently lives in a nursing home 
in Waleska.

“I keep Brenda informed 
about everything going on 
with the house. It’s a part of 
who we are as a family,” Cole 
said. The house is rented out 
to family members now and 
the way Cole sees the house, 
it will remain in the family for 
as long as anyone needs it. 

Cole is retired after a 
busy non-stop career that 
began with working three 
jobs simultaneously as an 
elevator operator in the mill, 
bookkeeper for Etowah Maid 
Dairy, and gas station atten-
dant for Bud Sinclair. He said 
his mother tricked him to 
going to see Dr. William H. 
Nichols who forced him to 
rest, since he was sleeping 
just three hours a night. Cole 
relinquished the elevator job 
after the family intervention 
and upon the advice of the 
doctor. 

After he got married, 

Cole worked six years as a 
bill collector for Kennesaw 
Finance, 15 years as a branch 
manager for First Financial, 
five years as shop manager 
at Thomas Lube Break, 10 
years as production super-
visor for Leaner Dynamic 

Incorporated, five years as 
manager for Go Plastics and 
about five years as a custo-
dian for Cherokee County. 

In retirement Cole helps his 
son Brad with babysitting his 
granddaughter when needed.

The family decided 

together to not sell their 
property to become part of 
the Academy @ Main project. 

“They initially offered 
me $40,000 and we said 
no. They doubled the offer 
to $80,000, but I was too 
caught up in its sentimental 

value. I also think, in my 
opinion, the house and adja-
cent lot is worth more than 
that,” Dewey Cole said. 

Brad Cole was consulted 
through the offer process, and 
told his father they should 
ask for something that would 
ultimately be worthwhile for 
both Dewey and Brenda. Brad 
Cole countered with $1 mil-
lion, which was declined.

“No one really wants to 
sell, they’d hate to see it sold, 
but if they did it would have 
to allow Dewey to purchase a 
dream vacation place on the 
beach somewhere in Florida, 
and for Brenda, something 
that helps her manage com-
fortably,” said Brad Cole. 

In the meantime both 
father and son are toying 
with ideas of how the empty 
lot could work for them once 
the Hill Street Circle con-
struction is completed. Cole 
said if they don’t sell, the 
lot could be used for some 
kind of business. “There was 
a Popeye’s in Canton that 
was built on a small sized 
lot. Our adjacent lot could 
be zoned for commercial 
for some kind of business,” 
Brad Cole said.

SIMPLE 
CREMATION 

PLANS
We Own and Operate 
our Own Crematory

SIMPLE CREMATION $995
Located Down Town Woodstock

WOODSTOCK FUNERAL HOME
770.926.3107 | Woodstock

www.WoodstockFuneralHome.com

Gerald Lee
Funeral Director

Offer good for a 40 or 50 gallon gas or electric water heater. Price of your new water heater depends on the unit and type you choose. 
Written price proposal provided in advance, for your approval, before work begins. Includes a free estimate. Every Mr. Plumber water 
heater comes with standard installation, new expansion tank, new ball valve, new gas flex lines and Mr. Plumbers 2 year parts and 
labor guarantees. You get our best 10 year tank warranty for the price of our 6 year tank warranty water heaters . Additional charges 
may be necessary for additional work. May not be combined with any other offer. Offer Expires 5/31/18 or while supplies last.

678-383-1967

Buy any 40 or 50 gallon gas OR 
electric water heater, and you’ll 
get Mr. Plumber’s best 10 year 
tank warranty for the price of a 

6 year tank warranty.
Mr Plumber includes important extras with every new 
water heater:
• New Expansion tank (never re-use an old one)

• New brass ball valve

• Gas flex lines that are braided for extra strength and longer life.

WE FIX SINKING CONCRETE TOO!

OBITUARIES I 
IN MEMORY
PETTIT, Ann R.
Ann Rogers Pettit, age 74 of 
Canton, passed away 
on Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at her 
residence. The family will 
receive friends at Darby 
Funeral Home on Wednesday, 
May 9th and Thursday, May 
10th from 2:00p.m. to 
8:00p.m. The funeral will be 
on Friday, May 11th at 
11:00a.m. at North Canton 
Baptist Church with Rev. 
Horace Richards, Rev. Jim 
Amos, and Rev. Johnny Padgett 
officiating. Interment will 
follow at Cherokee Memorial 
Park. She is survived by: 
Daughter - Teresa (Greg) Reece 
of Canton, Daughter - Tiffany 
(Daniel) Wheeler of Canton, 
Brother - Ray Rogers of Ball 
Ground, Sister - Joyce Blalock 
of Canton, Sister - Vivian 
Culpepper of Cartersville, Sister 
- Mary Fowler of Jasper, Sister - 
Martha Gouin of Ball Ground, 
Grandchild - Madison Gentry, 
Grandchild - Marlee Gentry, 
Grandchild - Mason Gentry, 
Grandchild - Brycen Wheeler, 
Grandchild - Bree Wheeler, 
Grandchild - Libby Reece, 
Grandchild - Gracie Reece. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
request that donations be 
made to North Canton Baptist 
Church. The caring staff of 
Darby Funeral Home is in 
charge of these arrangements.

STEPHENSON, CARL
Mr. Carl Stephenson, 
age 83, of Canton, 
passed away Saturday, 

May 5, 2018 at Northside 
Hospital Cherokee. Funeral 
services are scheduled for 12:00 
p.m. Wednesday, May 9, 2018 
from the Sosebee Memorial 
Chapel with Rev. Johnny 
Chastain officiating. Interment 
will follow in the Georgia 
National Cemetery. The family 
will receive friends on 
Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. until 
the funeral hour. Carl retired 
after 20 years of service in the 
U.S. Army and was a Vietnam 
Veteran. After retiring he earned 
his Law Degree, Pilot’s License 
and was a licensed Real Estate 
Agent. Carl was also a Mason 
and a Shriner. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Homer 
and Gladys Stephenson and 
brother, Jesse Stephenson. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Rattana Stephenson; children, 
Carla Jean Kutz (Hamilton), 
Robin Stephenson, Michael 
Stephenson (Susan), Sheryl 
Garrison and Bianca Keable; 
siblings, Darrel Stephenson, 
Nelda Long and Julene Roberts; 
11 grandchildren; several great-
grandchildren; and numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 
Flowers will be accepted or in 
lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, P.O. Box 
96011, Washington, D.C. 20090-
6011 or online at www.alz.org. 
Sosebee Funeral Home, Canton, 
GA is honored to serve the 
family. 770-479-2131                 

Sosebeefuneralhome.com

The Cherokee Tribune requests 
that obituaries be submitted 
by the funeral home or 
crematorium working with the 
family. Obituaries may be 
accepted from immediate 
family, but confirmation of 
death must be provided. 
Photos can be placed with any 
notice, and graphics are 
available at no additional cost. 
To place an obituary, please 
have your Funeral Director 
contact us at funeralnotices@
cherokeetribune.com.

Like a bird singing in the rain, let 
grateful memories survive in time 
of sorrow.  – Robert Louis Stevenson

HOLDOUT
From A1

10 Hill Street Circle is one of two properties on Hill Street Circle not sold to a developer as the area is   
transformed for parking as part of the Academy @ Main mixed-use development. / Staff-Margaret Waage

School district issuing more than $40 million in bonds
SHANNON BALLEW
sballew@cherokeetribune.com

The Cherokee County School Board voted Thursday 
to approve an agreement to issue about $46.3 million 
in bonds to supplement Education Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax funds to pay for projects 
included in the 2016 Ed-SPLOST renewal.

At their April 19 meeting the board approved under-
writer Citigroup to price and tentatively market the 
planned general obligation bonds. Although bonds 

were valued at about $39.6 million with interest rates 
between 2.6 and 2.8 percent, with “coupon” rates of 5 
percent, the bonds would sell for an additional almost 
$6.7 million, bringing the total to $46.3 million, said 
Kenneth Owen, the district’s chief financial officer.

Last year, ESPLOST revenues generated about 
$32.3 million for the district. But because the district 
receives that money as sales taxes are collected, gen-
eral obligation bonds are included in the ESPLOST 
renewal that was approved by 73 percent of those 
who cast ballots in 2016.

Projects to be covered by bond revenues include the 
expansion to the Mill Creek Middle School campus, 
security foyers at 16 schools and other safety upgrades, 
new school buses and the installation of artificial turf 
at five of the district’s six high schools.

The school district will be expected to start paying 
back the bonds in 2029, when the first bonds mature, 
until 2033. With interest, the district will have paid 
almost $62.7 million by the end of the 15-year period.

The sale of the bonds is tentative until final closing, 
which is expected in about two weeks, Owens said.

Trump declares US leaving ‘horrible’ Iran nuclear accord

President Donald Trump shows a signed Presidential Memorandum after delivering a statement 
on the Iran nuclear deal from the Diplomatic Reception Room of the White House on Tuesday. / AP

Today’s Technology 
Old Fashioned Service

We protect everything that
matters most to you.

770-427-1300
www.LOUDSecurity.com

CORRECTION
A story on page A1 of  the May 4 edition head-

lined “Local church responds to allegations of  
zoning violation” gave the incorrect address for 
Vision Warriors Church. The church is at 1709 
Old Country Place. 

The Cherokee Tribune strives to publish an accurate news report. 
If you spot an error of fact, contact Managing Editor Gary Tanner at 
770-428-9411, ext. 600 or email gtanner@cherokeetribune.com. 
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Vulcan Materials is listed as 
a site for future construction 
of additional townhomes and 
apartments.

“The city has been consid-
ering and promoting a visitor 
friendly riverfront area, which 
the applicant believes will be 
promoted by their proposal 
and the new uses planned 
for this property,” attorney 
E. Benson Chambers wrote 
in the rezoning, master plan 
project and conditional use 
permit for multi-family 
housing applications.

City zoning administrator 
Steve Green said Hodge is 
looking to move quickly with 
development, within the next 
six months. 

“Hodge would like to get 
started. There may be relo-
cation (of) businesses in 
that complex, the church 
for example,” Green said. 
There are several businesses 
and Liberty Hill United 
Methodist Church are now 
operating in the more than 
200,000-square-foot complex.

The developer and city 
officials have said they expect 
Canton Mills to draw visitors 
to downtown, which will mean 
more traffic, and residents 
there would add to traffic as 
well.

Green said “It’s up to city 
engineers to figure out what’s 
needed to accommodate new 
homes, whether they’re condos 
or townhouses. Once the 
master plan is done, there is 
a list of uses allowed to operate 
within the boundaries of that 
plan. The developer can estab-
lish setbacks and parking,” 
once rezoned.

Commission members 
said the Canton Mills project 
falls within a flood plain area 
and Green told them Hodge 
would have to work with an 

engineer to address issues 
relating to being located 
within a flood plain. The mill 
is more than 100 years old. 
Commission member Leon 
Stafford asked about keeping 
historic integrity in mind for 
the Canton Mills development, 
and Green said that would be 
a consideration. 

 Hodge is also working with 
Canton branding and archi-
tectural firm Bunker Design 
Collaborative.

Commission member Leon 

Stafford asked if Hodge has 
been in contact with the rail-
road company that runs close 
to the property.  Ken Patton, 
AICP Community Develop-
ment Director, who stepped 
into the meeting at the tail 
end, said yes, Hodge has been 
in touch with Patriot Rail-
road throughout the ongoing 
development. 

Vulcan Materials and 
Patriot Railway didn’t 
respond to requests for 
comment.

CLASS OF 2018
ENSHRINEMENT

BANQUET
Friday, May 4th • 6:30 p.m.

First Baptist Church of Canton
Did you play for, cheer for, or tune-in to 

Byron Dobbs, Lonnie Jones 
or Greg Key?

Then you will want to be in attendance 
when these sports heroes are inducted into 
the Cherokee County Sports Hall of Fame!

ALSO BEING RECOGNIZED:
2006 Woodstock High School 

Softball State Championship Team
Top Male and Female Athletes from each high 

school in Cherokee County
Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children 12 & under.

To order tickets, please visit www.ccshof.net and 
click on “Click here to Download 2018 Order Form”

WE FIX SINKING CONCRETE TOO!

678•383•1972

EXCITING NEW 
OFFERS ON OUR BEST  
COMPLETE SYSTEMS

Offers valid on qualifying complete Carrier Infinity Series Air Conditioning Systems and Infinity System Wi-Fi controller. Total qualifying rebates and 
monthly payments depend on which complete Carrier Infinity Series Air Conditioning System you purchase and which financing plan you choose. In home 
estimates for your equipment replacement are free from Coolray. Every new system installed by Coolray includes manufacturer’s 10-year parts and labor 
warranty and Coolray’s 2 year 100% satisfaction guarantee. Discounts available for multiple systems. Subject to credit approval. Offer valid thru 4/30/2018 
or while supplies last. License: CN209509

100% UNCONDITIONAL SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

POLLEN-PALOOZA!
OR$1650 72MONTHS 

SAME AS CASH
FINANCING

REBATES UP TO UP TO

ON QUALIFYING CARRIER SYSTEMS

Includes installation, new ball valve, new gas flex, new expansion tank, at no additional charge. Offer valid on 40 OR 50 
Gallon Bradford White Gas Water Heater with 10 year tank warranty, model number RG250T6N, RG240T6N, RG240S6N. 
Offer not valid on model RG250L6BN. Special offers also available for electric models, prices may vary. Mr. Plumber’s 5-Year 
Plumbing Care Agreement subject to program terms and conditions.. Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 9.99% for 120 
months. For each $1,000 financed, 5 payments of $8.33 followed by 115 amortized payments of $13.55. Financing for 
GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without 
regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Offer expires 4/30/18 License: MP210107

$1828
with approved 
credit during 
promotional 

period

PER MONTH*

Great Value

BEST 10-YEAR TANK WARRANTY  
and our LONGEST 5-YEAR

Plumbing Care Agreement from Mr. Plumber

get our…

678-383-1967

OPEN
From A1

and Cherokee County and 
would cost $100,000 to be 
completed in 6 to 8 months. 
A complete intersection anal-
ysis for Ga. Highway 140 
and Riverstone Parkway, 
Hospital Road, Shoal Creek 
Road, Northern Reinhardt 
College Parkway, Pearidge 
Road, Laurel Canyon/Great 
Sky Parkway and Puckett 
Creek/Lower Burris Road 
with limited public engage-
ment. Two scenarios would 
be analyzed based on cur-
rent traffic conditions and 
current zoning impact and 
potential traffic growth with 
proposed future develop-
ment based on the Com-
prehensive Land Use plan. 

Option three is in par-
allel as mid-level option 
but involves a joint study 
with city of Canton, Cher-
okee County and Georgia 
Department of Transporta-
tion  and is estimated to cost 
$225,000. This study would 
look at Ga. Highway 140 
from Riverstone Parkway to 
Puckett Creek/Lower Burris 
Road and would develop a 
short, medium and long-
term roadway and intersec-
tion recommendations. The 
public engagement process 
includes two information 
sessions and presentations 
to City Council. 

Mayor Gene Hobgood 
said the council should 
look at existing land use 
to make a better determi-
nation how to go forward. 
Councilmember Bill Grant 
wanted to know what a joint 
study would cost. Peppers 
said the cost might be eli-
gible to be paid under the 
Special Purpose Local 
Option Sales Tax  program. 

Councilmember Nick 
Estes wanted to know 
examples of how the study 
is being used. “We need 
to look at what and when 
development is coming 
and look outward.” Coun-
cilwoman JoEllen Wilson 
said “Schools should be 
factored in. The more 
development, the bigger 
the need for schools. While 
traffic might not be adverse 
now, it has the potential to 
become busy.”

Grant said, “Development 
always say incremental 
changes wouldn’t affect 
traffic, but we should look 
at the long term picture.” 

H o b g o o d  s a i d , 
“We’d need assurances 
that  money  spent  i s 
working on our behalf.”  
 

STUDY
From A1

largest staff concerns with 
the original plan had been 
height and density, according 
to a staff summary of the ini-
tial site plan.

Drinkard halted Cooley’s 
presentation and questioned 
whether the newest proposal 
being shown had been pre-
sented to city staff or the 
public.

“It has not,” Cooley said.
“Commissioners, I’m going 

to kind of break from the 
norm here,” Drinkard said 
after asking Cooley to take 
his seat mid-presentation. 
“I’ll preface (my comments) 
by saying I appreciate the 
applicant trying to resolve 
issues that had been pre-
sented to them … I have a 
concern that we’re about to 
hear a plan that is substan-
tially different than what the 
public has been presented 
… and that our staff has not 
received and had absolutely 
no opportunity to review — 
we were already dealing with 
a situation that our staff had 
not had adequate time or all 
of the information requested 
to review it.”

The unanimous table 
vote immediately followed 
Drinkard’s comments.

Cooley told the Tribune 
on Friday that the plan will 
move forward, but is cur-
rently being worked through 
with city staff to make sure 
that it is suitable to all par-
ties and is a development 

“that everyone will love.” 
He declined to comment on 
the specifics of any changes 
from either presentation until 
the proposed development 
re-renters the public eye 
formally.

The original plan would 
have included one 7-story 
building on Main Street with 
60 residential condos, one 
7-story building just east of 
Market Street with 68 res-
idential condos and eight 
street-level live/work units, a 
3-level parking deck with 200 
spaces between those build-
ings and a 4-story building 
with two parking deck levels 
and 32 residential condos 
just west of Market Street.

In a Development Planning 
Commission summary of the 
initially proposed plans, city 
staff expressed concern with 
the lack of time they had to 
review the application and 
forwarded the plans to 
the planning commission 

without a recommendation. 
Typically, the DPC has a 
month to prepare a recom-
mendation to the planning 
commission, having received 
all necessary materials, but 
in this case, the staff had only 
two days, the summary said.

The planning commis-
sion also recommended 
approval, by a 5-1 vote, for 
annexation and rezoning for 
a 64-townhome development 
at Popcorn Drive. Another 
townhome development for 
a maximum of 58 allowed 
on 9 acres off Ga. Highway 
92 and Churchill Court was 
unanimously approved with 
conditions. 

CONDO
From A1

The Woodstock Plan-
ning Commission 
hears a case for 160 
condos and mixed-
use development at 
Main and Market 
Streets downtown on 
Thursday. From left: 
Commission Chair 
James Drinkard, 
Commissioner Rod 
Chumbley and 
Commissioner Renee 
Gable.

♦
Staff-Thomas Hartwell

“We make sure no one 
has music, the populace is 
very similar, no differences. 
Individuality is frowned 
upon,” she said. “It’s lots 
of fun. We get to go on a 
platform and tell people 
what to do. It’s great, we 
yell, it’s a good time.”

Dammann said audi-
ences can expect a fun 
show.

“It combines everything 
that’s great about Queen 
with everything that’s great 
about musical theater. We 
get a great show from it,” 
she said.

Director Rob Fields said 
the show delivers a mes-
sage about censorship in a 
fun and interesting format.

“Queen’s a favorite. ‘We 
Will Rock You’ was prob-

ably the first song I learned 
on drums. This was the 
first musical that I wanted 
to direct,” he said. “It’s 
an incredibly applicable 
show to our day and age. 
It’s not going to take 100 
years to get there. Cen-
sorship is always a hot 
topic, the higher ups of 
any industry are always 
wanting to make sure the 
lower downs are saying 
what they’re supposed 
to, not what they want to. 
We’re seeing a little bit 
of censorship, and these 
guys take a nice tongue 
in cheek stab at it, to say, 
you can’t let the man tell 
you what to think or what 
to do, you’ve got to follow 
what’s inside you.”

Tickets are $10, $5 with 
a drama club card and free 
for children 10 and younger 
with a paid adult ticket. 

The show runs April 19, 
20, 21 and 23 at 7 p.m.

QUEEN
From A1

Lily Dammann plays a killer queen who enforces the law in the Queen-inspired “We Will Rock 
You.”/ Special to the Tribune
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Staff reports

Waleska’s Jason Wilkes has 
advanced again on the NBC pro-
gram “The Voice,” by winning a 
“knockout,” round on Monday.

Wilkes, who lives in Lake 
Arrowhead with his family, 
was pitted in a head-to-head 
competition with fellow con-
testant Dylan Hartigan. 

Celebrity judge Blake Shelton 
decided Wilkes’ rendition of 
“The Climb,” was good enough to 
earn him the win and continue 
on the show.

“The Voice” is in its 14th 
season, which began on Feb. 26.

Wilkes, originally from Cedar-
town but now a Waleska resi-
dent, has been performing for 
most of his life since playing 
drums at the age of 6. He per-
formed with a Christian rock 
band, High Flight Society, and 
then Disciple, before beginning 

THE CLIMB
Waleska’s Jason Wilkes advances on ‘The Voice’

Jason Wilkes performs “The Climb” on Monday night’s episode of The Voice on NBC. / Special tot he Tribune-Courtesy of NBC

From left, Dylan Hartigan, Carson Daly and Jason Wilkes await the decision on Monday’s 
‘knockout’ competition, which was won by Wilkes.

Woodstock 
extends 
residential 
moratorium

Judicial candidates, 
PSC hopeful answer 
questions at forum

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

 
WOODSTOCK – Woodstock City Council voted 

unanimously on Monday to extend to a 30-day 
moratorium on residential, single-family attached 
and single-family detached homes on lots under 
7,500 square feet to 120 days.

Those two types of residential development 
are the most common in the city 
and have been since the end of 
the recession, according to Com-
munity Development Director 
Brantley Day.

The moratorium took effect on 
March 26, and with the extension, 
will expire in September. The 
new moratorium follows a stay 
on apartments and multi-family 
units, which expired late last year 

and was meant to allow city staff time to overhaul 
a portion of the city zoning ordinance.

Day said on Monday that the new freeze serves 
a similar purpose, though no updates have been 
announced yet.

“It’s providing mayor and city council the 
opportunity to evaluate the standards set forth 
for single family residential development in 

GARY TANNER
gtanner@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON — Non-partisan races for Cherokee 
County Superior Court judge and the Georgia 
Court of Appeals took center stage Monday 
in an ongoing series of informational forums 
sponsored by local Republican groups.

John Hitchins, a candidate for Georgia Public 
Service Commission also spoke and answered 
questions. His opponent, Tricia Pridemore, 
declined an invitation to participate.

The race for Superior Court judge pits Cher-
okee County Juvenile Court Judge Tony Baker 
against Canton attorney Benson Chambers. 
Both cited decades of experience in a variety 
of roles in the legal field as reasons they are 
qualified for the office.

Baker and Chambers are running for the seat 

MARGARET WAAGE
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON — Some residents of 
the River Green development on 
Monday complained to members 
of the Canton Board of Zoning 
Appeals about ground clearing 
along community walking trails.

The Academy Run develop-
ment in River Green is owned by 
builder Pulte Group which began 
clearing the heavily forested land 
to make way for new homes, 
and for which two variances 
were requested, seeking more 
room than what was described 
in previous site plans.

The original builder John 

Wieland, which has subsequently 
merged with Pulte, had planned 
to build additional homes in the 
development, but did not when 

the recession struck in 2008. In 
Academy Run, Pulte is seeking 
two variances, one to encroach 
into a 50-foot stream buffer and 
to encroach into a 75-foot setback 
buffer, both seeking more room 
along the stream.

Ethan Underwood, real estate 
attorney for Pulte, said “We’re 
trying to get the deal working on 
this for over a decade. When the 
property plan was designed in 
2006 laws were different. Then 
there was a 25-foot buffer. We’re 
asking for the original design that 
was approved on lots already 
surveyed. That hasn’t changed, 

River Green community seeks greenspace protection
A native magnolia 

leaf on a River 
Green hiking trail is 
held by River Green 

resident Audra 
Schmidt. The leaf is 
an example of trees 

along River Green 
trails its residents 

are fighting to 
protect from being 

taken down. 

♦
Special to the Trib-

une-Brooke Schmidt

Brantley Day

SHANNON BALLEW
sballew@cherokeetribune.com

At Hillside United Methodist Church 
in Woodstock, a person who needs a 
hearing aid can sit in any seat in the 
church’s sanctuary and clearly hear every 
word sung by the choir or preached from 
the pulpit.

The message rings loud and clear 
because the church has installed a hearing 
loop, which works with a hearing aid to 
deliver sound from the front throughout 
the room. The founder of Active Life 
Hearing Loops, which develops this tech-
nology in metro Atlanta and around the 

Southeast, is a member of the church 
named Nick Hobbs who donated his time 
and equipment earlier in March when 
the church replaced the carpet there.

The hearing loop uses existing telecoils, 
a copper coil in most hearing aids and 

cochlear implants, which pick up sound 
through a magnetic field as opposed to 
a microphone, Hobbs said.

“The same technology that’s been 
around a long time for hearing telephone 
conversations can be used for large venues 
for one to many type communications. 
So it’s really ideal for an auditorium, 
sanctuary or theater type environment,” 
he said. 

Hobbs said that using the technology 
is as simple as changing the setting on 
a person’s hearing aid. Those without 
a hearing aid can plug in a pair of                        

Technology helps church spread its message

Attorney Kyle Wallace moderated a former between 
Superior Court judge candidates Tony Baker, left, 
and Benson Chambers, right.  / Staff-Gary Tanner

The Academy Run devel-
opment in River Green is 
owned by builder Pulte 

Group which began clearing 
the heavily forested land to 
make way for new homes, 

and for which two variances 
were requested, seeking 
more room than what 

was described in previous                 
site plans.

See RIVER, A5

See PSC, A5

See EXTENDS, A3

The message rings loud and 
clear because the church has 
installed a hearing loop, which 

works with a hearing aid to 
deliver sound from the front 

throughout the room. 

See CHURCH, A3

See VOICE, A3
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now held by retiring Judge 
Jackson Harris. The election 
for the non-partisan seat is 
the same date as party pri-
maries, May 22.

The discussion was mod-
erated by attorney Kyle 
Wallace, who asked his 
own questions, as well as 
those submitted by audience 
members.

Baker said his experience 
filling in and handling Supe-
rior Court cases for the past 
11 years while serving in his 
full-time role as Juvenile 
Court judge makes him the 
best choice to replace Harris.

In addition to handling a 
full load of juvenile cases, 
Baker said he has handled 
hundreds of Superior Court 
cases as well, which has 
earned him the trust of the 
other local Superior Court 
judges. 

“I’ve heard 800 cases in 
Juvenile Court each year 

and hundreds of cases in 
Superior Court each year 
as well,” Baker said. “I have 
the judicial experience and 
feel it is my time to serve 
the community as Superior 
Court judge full-time.”

Chambers promised to 
bring efficiency to running 
his courtroom if elected, 
citing jurors who report 
for duty in the mornings, 
only to sit for hours while 
criminal defendants enter 
last minute guilty pleas.

“One of the reasons is 
that court never starts on 
time,” Chambers said. “If I’m 
elected we will start court 
on time and move pleas to 
the end of the day.”

Baker said he already runs 
an efficient courtroom and 
works to move cases along 
quickly to the benefit of 
everyone involved.

Both candidates agreed 
that judges should have 
discretion in sentencing, 
rather than having their 
actions dictated by man-
datory minimum sentences 
created by legislators.

A Cherokee County native, 
Baker graduated from 
Cherokee High School in 
1985 and the University 
of Georgia in 1989. He 
obtained his law degree 
from Mercer University in 
1992 and returned home to 
practice law with his late 
father, Elliott Baker, in 
downtown Canton. He is a 
member of the State Bar of 
Georgia, the Blue Ridge Bar 
Association and both the 
state and national Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court 
Judges.

Baker serves as a board 
member on the Cherokee 
County Educational Founda-

tion and the Northside Cher-
okee Hospital Authority. He 
has also served as a board 
member for Court Appointed 
Special Needs Advocates , 
the Malon D. Mimms Boys 
and Girls Club of Cherokee 
County, the Cherokee County 
Sports Hall of Fame and the 
Chattahoochee Technical 
College’s Advisory Board.

Chambers is also a native 
of Cherokee County and a 
graduate of Cherokee High 
School. He has been prac-
ticing law for 35 years and is 
a business graduate of both 
Reinhardt and Brenau uni-
versities, as well as from the 
Woodrow Wilson College 
of Law.

Chambers served as solic-
itor for the city of Canton 
for 18 years and is a former 
magistrate judge as well. 
He is a member of the State 
Bar of Georgia, as well as 
the Blue Ridge Bar Asso-
ciation, including serving 
as treasurer and law day 
chairman.

He has been active in the 
community through mem-

bership in the Rotary, Opti-
mist and Kiwanis clubs. He 
too has been active in Boy 
Scouts, earning designation 
as an Eagle Scout.

Court of Appeals candi-
dates Ken Hodges of Albany 
and Ken Shigley of Douglas-
ville also answered questions 
from Wallace.

Shigley said if elected he 
has no designs on higher 
office, whether the state 
Supreme Court, or state-
wide political office. He 
said some members of the 
court leave too much work 
to staff attorneys and law 
clerks, while he would read 
all briefs in cases assigned 
to him.

Hodges, a former dis-
trict attorney in south-
west Georgia, pointed to 
his long and diverse law 
career as making him best 
for the job. He pointed out 
endorsements from U.S. Sen. 
Johnny Isakson, former 
Congressmen Bob Barr and 
Jack Kingston.

“Those people didn’t give 
me their reputations for no 

reason — it’s because they 
know and trust me,” Hodges 
said.

Public Service Com-
mission candidate John 
Hitchins, a solar energy lob-
byist, said that he would be 
an advocate for consumers 
if elected to the PSC.

He promised that he 
would work to remove 
schools and churches from 
an assessment the PSC 
approved on power bills 
to pay for development of 
an expansion of the Plant 
Vogtle nuclear power sta-
tion. That project is years 
behind schedule and over 
budget.

Next Monday, candidates 
for lieutenant governor and 
governor are scheduled 
to answer questions. The 
doors for the event at the 
historic Cherokee County 
Courthouse in downtown 
Canton open at 6 p.m. The 
forums are co-sponsored 
by the Cherokee County 
Republican Women and the 
Cherokee County Republican 
Party.
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though we are asking for a 
limited variance, we’re not 
asking to eliminate on every 
lot.”

River Green residents’ 
concerns came from seeing 
ground clearing and blocked 
Etowah River trails without 
any notice. Brooke Schmidt, 
president of the River Green 
Community Association in 
Canton, said the community 
wants these houses to go up, 
but wants to know why there 
wasn’t communication from 
Pulte.

“Bulldozer crews came 
in and clear cut the forest. 
One of the amenities to our 
community are the nature 
hiking trails that lead to 
the river. We don’t want to 
fight development but want 
to know what’s going on,” 

Schmidt said.
Schmidt says the associ-

ation has repeatedly asked 
representatives from Pulte 
to communicate with them, 
asking for notice when land 
would be cleared so they 
could advise residents 
what to expect. The ground 
clearing along Audubon Trail 
was suddenly marked off with 
orange construction fencing 
blocking any usage.

Schmidt said Pulte’s 
request for land variance on 
something they already did 
within 25 feet of the stream 
that surround Academy Run, 
raised concern.

“River Green owns the 
forest greenspace sur-
rounding Academy Run and 
pays taxes on it and other 
greenspace,” Schmidt said, 
citing city code requirements. 
“Without greenspace we are 
no longer River Green.”

Schmidt submitted a 
written statement saying 

the current plan had not 
been examined since the 
conceptual Master Plan of 
2005 and she wanted to know 
what plans were currently in 
place to protect the streams 
to the Etowah.

Council member Nick 
Estes, who is a River Green 
resident said, “I struggle with 
this, we set rules and ordi-
nances, then revert back on a 
one-off occasion. Times have 
changed and we’ve gotten 
smarter from an EPA per-
spective.”

A representative from 
Pulte Group, Corey Nibert 
said he would reach out to 
Schmidt and River Green 
homeowners association to 
facilitate better communica-
tion in the future.

The variance for a 50-foot 
buffer was unanimously 
denied, and the variance for a 
70-foot buffer was approved 
with the condition that it is 
only for a retaining wall.

RIVER
From A1

PSC
From A1

The discussion 
was moderated 
by attorney Kyle                   

Wallace, who asked 
his own questions, 

as well as those 
submitted by                     

audience members.
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COup

Thomas Hartwell
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON – A Canton law firm is seeking county and 
city participation in a growing movement of litigation 
filed against manufacturers and distributors of opioids. 
The news follows Woodstock City Council’s March 12 
decision to join a class action suit led by Rome attorney 
Andy Davis.

Jonathan Pope, of Canton firm Hasty Pope, LLP told 
the Tribune in an interview on Friday that he will be 
scheduling meetings with Cherokee and Canton officials 
to discuss the possibility of the governments filing suits 
against more than a dozen opioid manufacturers and 
distributors. Unlike Woodstock’s choice to join the class 
action suit originating in Rome, Pope said the suits his 
firm is proposing would be single-plaintiff suits.

“We don’t have any formal agreement with (Canton) 
at this point, and we’ve talked to the county as well. We 
hope to have (an agreement). We think it’s important 
that the city and county join in to help lead this fight, but 
we’re not representing them at this point,” Pope said.

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

A Canton man remains in custody after his 
arrest in Woodstock for multiple attempts to 
enter vehicles around the city.

Demitrious Powe, 18, and a juvenile male 
were arrested last week after they fled the 
scene of the crime, police said. According 
to the Cherokee Sheriff’s Office, Powe was 
charged with eight felony counts of criminal 
attempt to commit entering auto, one felony 

count of violation of probation and one misde-
meanor count each of theft by receiving stolen 
property, contributing to the delinquency of 
a minor and loitering and prowling.

Woodstock police reported that on March 24 
at approximately 1:20 a.m., officers responded 
to the Woodstock Knoll subdivision after a 
reported “entering auto in progress.” 

“The caller advised that two males were seen 
walking away from the residence,” Woodstock 
spokeswoman Brittany Page said.

Officers established a perimeter around the 

residence while others continued to search for 
suspects, Page said. Police located two males 
matching the description given to police, who 
were attempting to leave the neighborhood 
in a van.

“We appreciate the caller for being vigi-
lant and calling 911 when something looked 
suspicious.  Because of this, we were able to 
respond quickly and apprehend the responsible 
individuals,” Woodstock Police Chief Calvin 
Moss said. “We want to remind our residents 
that if you see something, say something and 

call 911. A vigilant commu-
nity is a safe community.”

Powe is being held at 
the Cherokee County jail. 
Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman 
Sgt. Marianne Kelley said 
Friday Powe’s is being held 
without bond because of a 
parole violation. The juve-
nile male involved in the 
incident was released to 
his parents.

SHANNON BALLEW
sballew@cherokeetribune.com

A man died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound after 
a confrontation and standoff with police Thursday night, 
according to a statement from the Cherokee County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Deputies responded Thursday at 5:59 p.m. to 153 Chick-
asaw Run, where reports indicated a man at the residence 
was possibly intoxicated and threatening to harm himself 
and others.

Police found the man, identified later as Jason Dunn, 
64, shooting his gun in his backyard before entering the 
home. CSO SWAT members and negotiators unsuccessfully 
attempted to make contact with Dunn, who shot “several” 
rounds at deputies, the statement said. No one was shot 
and none of the deputies fired their weapons.

The SWAT team threw tear gas canisters into the house, 
attempting to get Dunn out. The Forsyth County SWAT 
team arrived and sent a robot into the house, where it 
found Dunn dead from a self-inflicted gunshot wound.

Cherokee Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigation Division 
is conducting the investigation into the incident.

“Cherokee Sheriff’s Office would like to thank the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Office SWAT Team for their assistance in 
this incident,” said CSO spokeswoman Sgt. Marianne Kelley. 
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Easter Service
Pope Francis 

celebrated the solemn 
Easter Vigil service in 

St. Peter’s Basilica 
on Saturday  A5

LIVING 
‘Wine and 
Swine’ Festival 
to launch 
summer 
concert series
C1

Christine Laikind, a deaf Canton entrepreneur, will be a featured speaker at a conference this month in Atlanta. / Staff-Margaret Waage

A voice for accessibility rings loud and clear

MARGARET WAAGE
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

As Atlanta’s city government works to recover from a 
March 22 attack on its computer system, local officials 
said this week they are confident their systems won’t 
suffer a similar fate in which all departments of Atlanta 
government suffered disruptions to services.

At Cherokee County’s largest city, Woodstock, City 
Manager Jeff Moon said no data is stored on the city 
web site and for operating systems, everything is located 
behind a firewall to start with and security systems are 
updated on a regular basis to protect against new threats. 

A nightly backup of Woodstock’s data is processed to 
an off-site location. 

“We have required all city employees to go through a 
training class on electronic threat recognition (phishing, 
etc.),” Moon said in an email to the newspaper. “Our IT 
department periodically sends out emails through a third 
party vendor to employees testing their response(s). Any 
employees who fails the test (i.e. click on something they 
shouldn’t) are required to go through remedial training.  
Finally, we also limit user access privileges to those sys-
tems the individual employee needs to accomplish their 
given job.”

In Canton, the county seat, City Manager Billy Peppers 
said, “We continually monitor for viruses, spam, and 
security related to our firewalls.  Our online payment 
platforms for various City business functions, such as 

MARGARET WAAGE
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

A Canton business owner will be a featured presenter 
at a conference next month in Atlanta. Christine Laikind 
will address a passion close to her heart – accessibility.

Laikind, founder of Canton-based SCS Digital Marketing, 
was born deaf and will talk to attendees of WordCamp 
Atlanta 2018 about her disability, because she said physical 
limitations shouldn’t be the reason people can’t do things.

Three points Laikind said she will address are: accessibility 
is good business, accessibility is good design, and most 
emphatically, accessibility is a moral and legal thing to do.

WordCamp Atlanta 2018, a conference for users of 
the WordPress publishing system is April 13-15 at the 
Loudermilk Center in downtown Atlanta.

Laikind said she will address obstacles people with 
disabilities encounter in everyday situations. 

“I want to increase awareness about accessibility on the 
Internet. If anything, talking about it is to put a face, a 
real person behind a cause for a better future,” she said. 
“Why aren’t there more Communication Access Realtime 

Translation services at events or interpreters for the deaf 
at medical facilities (hospitals) or to have American Sign 
Language as another acceptable language to learn? I can 
be standing at my pharmacist and I see a sign to their 
booth that they offer all kinds of language interpretation 
in Spanish, Korean, etc., but I never see ASL. Why not?”

Growing up deaf, Laikind said she felt a constant need 
to prove herself and to compete with “them,” her public 
school peers who could hear, and who bullied her. 

Born in the 1960s, Laikind said today’s technology — the 
Internet and smartphones — make communication easy 
through email and texting capabilities. Laikind also uses 
CapTel, a telephone that displays what the caller says in 
written captions on a bright window display.  

During the 1960s, a person with no hearing had one of 
two choices, either learn sign language to communicate 
or “oralism,” which is communicating with speech and 
lip reading.

Laikind is considered “profoundly” rather that totally 
deaf and wears a hearing aid in her right ear. Still, she 
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Cherokee cities confident of computer security systems
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Canton firm Hasty Pope is urging the city and county to 
get involved in the movement of pursuing litigation against 
opioid manufacturers and distributors. / Staff-Thomas Hartwell

Demitrious 
Powe

How to protect yourself from malware
Remember the best protection consumers can 

use is knowing malware can come from anywhere. 
Recommended tips to keep your computer and 
information safe listed in Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s Ten Top Safe Computing Tips:

1. Patch, patch, patch: An updated computer will 
have more protection than one that hasn’t got the latest 
software installed.

2. Install protective software that will scan and 
update virus definitions automatically.

3. Choose strong passwords that combine letters, 
numbers and special characters and create unique 
passwords for each account. 

4. Back up your computer routinely to ensure access 
to your data if it should be compromised.

5. Control access to your computer: never leave a 
computer logged on in an unsecured, public area. 

6. Use email and the internet safely. Don’t open 
unsolicited emails and attachments or links that come 
from anyone you don’t know. 

7. Use secure connections.
8. Protect sensitive data by removing it from your 

hard drive if recycling or repurposing the computer. 
9. Use desktop firewalls on either Mac or Window 

platforms to protect files being scanned.
10. Stay on top of new developments.
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BOB SALSBERG 
and ANGELIKI 
KASTANIS
Associated Press

BOSTON —  Jonathan 
Garland’s fascination with 
architecture started early: He 
spent much of his childhood 
designing Lego houses and 
gazing at Boston buildings 
on rides with his father away 
from their largely minority 
neighborhood.

But when Garland looked 
around at his architectural 
college, he didn’t see many 
who looked like him — there 
were few black faces in class-
room seats, and fewer teach-
ing skills or giving lectures.

“If you do something sim-
ple like Google ‘architects’ 
and you go to the images tab, 
you’re primarily going to see 
white males,” said Garland, 
35, who’s worked at Boston 
and New York architectural 
firms. “That’s the image, 
that’s the brand, that’s the 
look of an architect.”

And that’s not uncommon 
in other lucrative fields, 50 
years after the Rev. Martin 
Luther King — a leader in 
the fight for equal-employ-
ment opportunities — was 
assassinated. An Associated 
Press analysis of government 
data has found that black 
workers are chronically 
underrepresented compared 
with whites in high-salary 
jobs in technology, business, 
life sciences, and architecture 
and engineering, among 
other areas. Instead, many 
black workers find jobs in 
low-wage, less-prestigious 
fields where they’re over-
represented, such as food 
service or preparation, 
building maintenance and 
office work, the AP analysis 
found.

In one of his final speeches, 
King described the “Other 
America,” where unemploy-
ment and underemployment 
created a “fatigue of despair” 
for African-Americans. 
Despite economic progress 
for blacks in areas such as 
incomes and graduation 
rates, some experts say 
many African-Americans 
remain part of this “Other 
America” — with little hope 
of attaining top professional 
jobs, thanks to systemic yet 
subtle racism.

The AP analysis found 
that a white worker had a 
far better chance than a black 
one of holding a job in the 11 
categories with the highest 
median annual salaries, as 
listed by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The ratio of white-
to-black workers is about 
10-to-1 in management, 
8-to-1 in computers and 
mathematics, 12-to-1 in law, 
and 7-to-1 in education — 
compared with a ratio of 5.5 
white workers for every black 
one in all jobs nationally. The 
top five high-paying fields 

have a median income range 
of $65,000 to $100,000, 
compared with $36,000 for 
all occupations nationwide.

In Boston — a hub for 
technology and innovation, 
and home to prestigious 
universities — white work-
ers outnumber black ones by 
about 27-to-1 in computer- 
and mathematics-related 
professions, compared with 
the overall ratio of 9.5-to-
1 for workers in the city. 
Overall, Boston’s ratio of 
white-to-black workers 
is wider than that of the 
nation in six of the top 10 
high-income fields.

Boston — where King 
had deep ties, earning his 
doctorate and meeting his 
wife — has a history of racial 
discord. Eight years after 
King’s assassination, at the 
height of turbulent school 
desegregation, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning photograph 
from an anti-busing rally 
at City Hall showed a white 
man attacking a black 
bystander with an Amer-
ican flag.

The young victim was 
Theodore Landsmark. 
He’s now 71, a lawyer, an 
architect and director of 
Northeastern University’s 
Dukakis Center for Urban 
and Regional Policy.

He said “structural 
discrimination” is the 
overarching cause of dis-
proportionate race repre-
sentation in high-paying 
fields. Landsmark and 
others say gains are elu-
sive for myriad reasons: 
Substandard schools in 
low-income neighbor-
hoods. White-dominated 
office cliques. Boardrooms 
that prefer familiarity to 
diversity. Discriminatory 
hiring practices. Compa-
nies that claim a lack of 
qualified candidates but 
have no programs to train 
minority talent.

Some also say investors 
are more likely to support 
white startups. When Rica 
Elysee — a lifelong Boston 
resident who grew up in 
predominantly black neigh-

borhoods — brought her 
idea of an online platform 
linking beauty professionals 
with customers for in-home 
appointments to investors, 
she was shunned, she said.

“They said I didn’t belong 
in the program, that they 
couldn’t identify with it 
because they weren’t black,” 
said Elysee, 32, who initial-
ly marketed BeautyLynk to 
black women like herself. 
“I remember crying pret-
ty harshly. They couldn’t 
relate to what I was doing.”

Some even advised her to 
move out of Boston, which 
had a booming innovation 
economy but was “not 
encouraging minorities 
in the tech space,” she 
said. Three years later, 
Elysee said BeautyLynk 
is slowly growing but still 
needs capital. Most Amer-
ican metro areas are like 
Boston, with  AP’s analysis 
showing that racial dispar-
ities in employment are 
indifferent to geography 
and politics. 

has 83 percent hearing loss 
in the right ear. She initially 
learned to communicate 
using oralism techniques 
and later learned sign lan-
guage. Today a child diag-
nosed deaf will receive the 
ability of total communi-
cation language training 
beginning as early as 6 
months. 

Laikind’s journey has put 
her on a clear and direct 
path to help others.

CART services might 
seem inconsequential for 
those with no impairments. 
According to The World 
Bank there are 1 billion 
people — 15 percent of the 
world’s population — that 
have some kind of disability. 
People with disabilities are 
“more likely to experience 
adverse socioeconomic out-
comes than persons without 
disabilities, such as less 
education, poorer health 
outcomes, lower levels of 
employment, and higher 
poverty rates,” according 
to the international devel-
opment institution.

Laikind approximates 
there are 1 in 5 visitors to 
any website who have some 
sort of disability.

“I’m referring to ailments 
such as visual impairment, 
mobile impairment like 
cerebral palsy, autism, or 

neurological disorders like 
Parkinson’s,” she said. “All 
of these limitations make 
moving a computer mouse 
difficult. These people have 
to resort to other devices.” 

Accessibility for people 
with disabilities is the law 
for schools and businesses, 
Laikind said.

As an adjunct graphic 
design professor at Chat-
tahoochee Technical Col-
lege, Laikind knows how 
important access is for 
students. For example, 
all coursework documents 
posted for students must 
be checked for accessibility 
that ensures slides have 
descriptions, are displayed 
in the order intended, have 
sufficient contrast, and 
have large font sizes, (18 
pt. or larger). All images 
must contain descriptions. 
Word documents must also 
be accessibility checked to 
meet compliancy standards, 
she said.

Laikind considers herself 
an avid learner.

“My biggest frustration is 
I can’t be quiet. I believe in 
continuing learning. How 
do I take advantage of that 
when companies or course-
work I want to take doesn’t 
transcribe or caption?” she 
said.

When she encounters 
accessibility non-compli-
ance, she’d prefer to advo-
cate for it.

“Companies that haven’t 
invested in CART services 

are losing out on business 
opportunities from people 
like me. The cost for these 
services is not that prohib-
itive,” she said.

When Laikind isn’t 
teaching, you can find her 
active at Woodstock and 
Marietta WordPress Meetup 
groups. Her site SCS Dig-
ital Marketing offers best 
practices in web design, 
marketing, content, web-
site and email hosting, and 
web security services.

 “I am putting a face to 
accessibility. We need to 
talk more about it. I hope 
to find a partner to team up 
with to make everyone more 
aware about it,” Laikind 
said of her presentation at 
WordCamp Atlanta.
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Northside Cherokee Pediatrics provides compassionate, comprehensive 
medical care for patients from birth to 18 years of age. Dr. Jamie Rollins, 
Dr. Shalini Shah, and Dr. Nancy Doelling, offer the quality one-on-one 
care you demand to keep your child happy and healthy including, short 
wait times, same-day appointments and personalized care at a location 
convenient for your busy lifestyle.

Northside Cherokee Pediatrics offers:
• Exceptional Care: 
 Board-certified physicians. Attentive & complete care for children birth - 18.

• Timely Access:
 Same-day appointments available. Shorter wait times.

• Efficient Follow-up: 
 Timely feedback and reports. Next day test results available.

Quality Pediatric Care, Close to Home

Visit Us at NorthsideCherokeePediatrics.com

Jamie Rollins, MD

Shalini Shah, MD

Nancy Doelling, MD

Two Locations

Holly Springs 
684 Sixes Road, Suite 220
Holly Springs, GA 30115 
Call for an appointment

(678) 388-5485

Towne Lake
900 Towne Lake Pkwy, Suite 306

Woodstock, GA 30189

Call for an appointment
(770) 852-7720

HOLLY SPRINGS

Exit 11
(Sixes Road)

Northside/Dawson
Imaging

Johnson Ferry Rd.
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sw
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l R

d.

TOWNE LAKE

Northside/Medlock
Medical Imaging

Johns Creek
Imaging

12th Annual
SENIOR

EXTRAVAGANZA
Saturday, April 28, 

2018
                      9:00 am - 1:00 pm

www.SaltCherokee.com

FREE ADMISSION!
First Baptist Church Woodstock

• Conference Center
11905 GA Hwy. 92 • Woodstock, GA 30188

(Enter & Exit from Neese Road)

PLATINUM
Northside Hospital-
  Cherokee

GOLD 
Mojo Productions
Sosebee Funeral Home
In their Honor 
  Transport
WellStar Health 
  System
Woodstock First 
  Baptist Church

SILVER
The Lodge at 
  BridgeMill
Aetna

Brookdale Senior 
  Living
Humana
Clear Captions
The Arbor at BridgeMill
Deadline Apparel
Provident Village at 
  Canton

BRONZE
Insignia of Towne Lake
Camellia Place
Care Patrol
Fyzical Therapy & 
  Balance Center
Canterfield of     
  Kennesaw

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

VOICE
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 WORDCAMP 
ATLANTA 2018

April 13-14, Loudermilk 
Conference Center 40 
Courtland St. North East, 
Atlanta

The 2-day $40 ticket 
includes WordPress educa-
tional and design sessions, 
evaluating the Accessibility 
of web sites with web-based 
tools, web resources, web 
optimization, web secu-
rity and more. For a full 
schedule listing speakers 
and workshops visit: 2018.
atlanta.wordcamp.org/
event-info.

NICOLE WINFIELD
Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran-
cis celebrated the solemn 
Easter Vigil service in St. 
Peter’s Basilica on Satur-
day night, where he plans 
to baptize eight adults into 
the Catholic faith, including 
a Nigerian migrant-turned-
hero.

Francis processed in 
silence down the darkened 
central aisle of the basilica, 
led only by a single candle 
and blue floor lights that gave 
the scene a mystical air.

The late-night service is the 
most solemn in the liturgical 
calendar, leading up to the 
joyful Easter Sunday Mass 
when Christians mark the 
resurrection of Christ.

During the service, Francis 
will welcome into the faith 
eight adults, including a 
Nigerian migrant hailed 
as a hero for helping stop 
a thief until police arrived. In 
preparing for his baptism, he 
reportedly asked the Rome 
police captain who handled 

his case to be his godfather.
According to Italian news 

reports, John Ogah had been 
begging outside the Carre-
four supermarket in Rome’s 
Centocelle neighborhood on 
Sept. 26 when the masked 
thief, armed with a meat 
cleaver, tried to make off 
with a reported $493 he 
had taken from the cashiers.

Security cameras captured 
Ogah’s courageous next 
steps: With nothing more 
than his bare hands, he con-
fronted the thief and held 
him by the collar until police 
arrived, after the man fell 
from his attempted getaway 
on his motorcycle.

Rome’s police author-
ities immediately sought 
to reward Ogah’s courage 
and within a month had 
given him a coveted Italian 
residency permit that had 
been denied him after his 
asylum bid failed. According 
to the ANSA news agency, 
he now has a job working for 
the Italian Red Cross and a 
place to call home.

In an interview after 
the theft, Ogah told the 
La Repubblica newspaper 
that his dream was to have 
residency documents and 
a job so he wouldn’t have 
to beg to support his child 
back in Nigeria. Ogah had 
left Nigeria and, after a stay 
in Libya, set off for Italy on 
a migrant smuggler’s boat 
in May 2014.

Faithful gather in St. Peter’s Basilica during a solemn Easter vigil ceremony presided by Pope 
Francis at the Vatican, on Saturday. / AP

Pope Francis holds the pasto-
ral staff as he presides over a 
solemn Easter vigil ceremony 
in St. Peter’s Basilica at the 
Vatican.

Pope in Easter Vigil to baptize Nigerian migrant-hero

AP analysis: Blacks largely left out among high-paying jobs

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., under umbrella at left, addresses 
civil rights marchers on Boston Common in April 1965. / AP
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