recovery aspects of the organization
are in no way “treatment-oriented”
Cherokee Tribune - 05/04/2018
and that the building’s uses were
approved when the land was acquired
late last year.

as “tenant boarding.” He said sur- permitted uses under county code,
rounding residents have concerns none of which conflicted, Driskell
Vision Warriors church, formerly
with the non-profit’s effect on their said.
fire from some Cherokee resid
property value and potential crime,
adding that the church may be in
SEE CHURCH, A3 housing functions for men reco
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This former Hickory Flat store, at 6114 Hickory Flat Highway, is being developed to become a Chick-fil-A restaurant. Area shown is
where gas pumps once stood. / Staff-Margaret Waage

SAVING A PIECE OF HISTORY

History group wants fast food chain to save building
MARGARET WAAGE
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

Local historians are asking
an Atlanta-based fast food icon
to re-use rather than tear down
an iconic building in Hickory
Flat.
“Hickory Flat is the oldest
community in town, and the
Hickory Flat store is one of
the only remaining buildings
still standing,” said Stefanie
Joyner, executive director of
the Cherokee County Historical
Society.
A Chick-fil-A restaurant
is planned at the site where
Hickory Flat Store is, the last
historic building located on

the four corners that was the
epicenter of historic Hickory
Flat.
The building is in early stages
of being developed by Chickfil-A, which has requested a
variance to place a sign on
the property. Joyner started
a petition called “Save Hickory
Flat Store” on the Change.org
website because she wanted to
bring attention to the situation.
Chick-fil-A spokeswoman
Jackie Jags said this week the
company is aware of community concerns and is in communication with the Historical
Society.
SEE HISTORY, A5

Exterior view of former Hickory Flat store, at 6114 Hickory Flat
Highway, is being developed to become a Chick-fil-A restaurant.

Commissioners sent project plans back;

Copyright © 2018 Marietta Daily Journal 05/04/2018
May 4, 2018 8:05 am (GMT +4:00)
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HISTORY
From A1
“Our goal is to communicate with the developer
to ask for special consideration in how the site is
constructed,” Joyner said.
“Retrofitting the building
where the design starts with
the shell would go a long way
for making the restaurant
an attraction.”
The building at 6114
Hickory Flat Highway still
bears an overhead extension
that covers the area below
where gasoline pumps once
stood. The former store and
gas station was built in 1950
at the intersection of Ga.
Highway 140 and Cherokee
Drive. The store was owned
by the Quarles family, who
had a home across the street,
and it was run by Jim and
Myrtie Pinyan and Laurence
Turner, among others.
Originally the second
floor of the store was used

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.)
51689AMM | $199.90* separately

Combo Price $4999

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price.

ll 1-855-508-9232 ask for 51689AMM
www.OmahaSteaks.com/meal57

kgs. Free gifts must ship with #51689. Standard S&H will be added.
xpires 7/31/18. ©2018 OCG | 18M0094 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

NTAL Insurance

as a Masonic hall until the
group moved into another
building. Lighthouse
Antiques opened the store
in the early 2000’s and
was run by Will Hopkins.
It closed several years later
and the building has stood
empty since then.
Joyner said Chick-fil-A
has been a good community
partner within Cherokee
County.
“They may have a formula
in place for their restaurant
sites. However, because of
the significance of this last
standing historic building,

we felt it was something we
need to ask about,” she said.
Joyner said when she
initially posted about the
Hickory Flat Store on the
CCHS Facebook page a
week ago, there was an
overwhelming response. The
post garnered 552 reactions,
287 shares and hundreds of
comments. Joyner said the
petition was a good way to
get the word out in addition to social media, as she
wanted people to know the
status of the building.
“We’re hoping people will
want to keep this piece of

history,” Joyner said. The
Hickory Flat Store is listed
on the CCHS website as one
of their “Sites Worth Saving”
where public comments
dating back to 2009 can
be read.
The petition request
states, “We hope that this
petition will convince Chickfil-A corporate offices to integrate the existing building
into their new site plans.”
The petition was set to collect 1,000 signatures and as
of May 3, 802 signatures had
been collected. The petition
is at: tinyurl.com/ycqbtfoe.

City of Canton
Notice of Public Hearing
Board of Zoning Appeals
Notice is hereby given that the City of Canton Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on May 14, 2018 at 6:00
PM on the third floor in the Canton City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, GA 30114. A work session will be held at 5:30
p.m. The Board will hear a variance request filed by Canton Mill Venture, LLC, case number V1803-002. The applicant seeks a
variance to the following requirements of the Unified Development Code: 1) The elimination of Parking Lot Screening, Section
3.04.09; 2) The elimination of Landscape Screening Requirements, Section 3.03.07; 3) The elimination of Landscape Buffer
Requirements, Section 3.03.08; 4) The elimination of Parking Requirements, Section 3.04.01; 5) Encroachment into the required
river buffer, Section 7.04.00.
If information is needed, the applications are available for review at the office of Planning and Zoning located at 151 Elizabeth
Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. All persons interested in the above application may appear in support
or opposition either in person, by agent or attorney. All meetings are open to the public.
CANTON BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

City of Canton
Notice of Public Hearing
Board of Zoning Appeals
Notice is hereby given that the City of Canton Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on May 14,
2018 at 6:00 PM on the third floor in the Canton City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, GA 30114. A work
session will be held at 5:30 p.m. The Board will hear a variance request filed by Canton Mill Venture, LLC, case
number V1803-002. The applicant seeks a variance to the following requirements of the Unified Development
Code: 1) The elimination of Parking Lot Screening, Section 3.04.09; 2) The elimination of Landscape Screening Requirements, Section 3.03.07; 3) The elimination of Landscape Buffer Requirements, Section 3.03.08;
4) The elimination of Parking Requirements, Section 3.04.01; 5) Encroachment into the required river buffer,
Section 7.04.00.
If information is needed, the applications are available for review at the office of Planning and Zoning located
at 151 Elizabeth Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. All persons interested in the above
application may appear in support or opposition either in person, by agent or attorney. All meetings are open
to the public.
CANTON BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

ensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

can get coverage for about

! You can go to any dentist

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
you could get a checkup tomorrow

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Coverage for over 350 procedures including

cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

e cap on the cash benefits

rmation Kit

14-2062

0plus.com/georgia

, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q);
Copyright © 2018 Marietta Daily Journal 05/04/2018
50NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
MB17-NM008Ec
May 4, 2018 8:04 am (GMT +4:00)

The City of Canton, GA is requesting proposals from qualified. firms to provide solid waste
collection, disposal, recycling, and yard waste services for the City of Canton’s residential
customers. Proposals will be received by the City of Canton until 10:00 am, Thursday, May 24,
2018. Proposals received after the specified time will be returned unopened to sender. A MANDATORY pre-proposal meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 10:00 am at Canton
City Hall, 151 Elizabeth Street, Canton, GA 30114.
Powered by TECNAVIA

Proposal documents can be downloaded from the City’s website at www.cantonga.gov or may

Place.
Vision Warriors staff has
responded
to the
opposition saying
Cherokee Tribune
- 05/09/2018
that the church is not in violation
of any rules and does not pose any

concerns. The church currently said last week they would be looking
hosts services and houses about into whether the church is in vio20 men in transitional housing.
lation of any zoning uses.
Jordan said he and other area
SEE CHURCH, A5
residents support the ministry, but
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Dewey Cole reminisces about his childhood at 10 Hill Street Circle. The house he owns there is one of the remaining properties on
Hill Street Circle as the area is being transformed for parking as part of the Academy @ Main development plan. / Staff-Margaret Waage

LONE
HOLDOUT
Family holds onto land as development grows around them
MARGARET WAAGE
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON — As a developer transforms
most of a downtown street into a parking
area for its new mixed-use development,
just two houses remain on Hill Street
Circle. One of those houses belongs to
Dewey Cole, whose family has decided
to stay put as work progresses around
their property.
When the Harris Group’s Academy @
Main project got started, Cole said he had
been approached by the developer to sell
the house to make way for parking that
is planned along the street. Academy @
Main is transforming the historic Canton
Elementary School and Canton Textile
Mill offices into retail, office and restaurant space, with a new Panera Bread
restaurant under construction as well.
Plans call for the Harris Group to build

125 public parking spots to downtown
Canton.
Cole, who was born in the house he
owns at 10 Hill Street Circle, says to him
the house is more than just a building.
Cole’s father initially rented the house,
with an option to buy in order to be near
the Canton Textile Mill where he worked.
At that time all the houses along his street
were mill worker homes.
Cole said he was born at home, which
wasn’t unusual in 1944. “Doctors didn’t
believe in hospitals,” said Cole, and they
often made house calls. The house was
originally smaller than it is now. Over
the years rooms were added on to accommodate a growing family, three children
in all.
The house sits back from the street at
the end of a long driveway. The driveway
was initially used as a right of way road
connecting to Railroad Street.

The house was later purchased. An
adjacent lot in the front of the house
was purchased later still and remains
an open space.
“When we were kids, that’s where we
played. It was our place to run and play
baseball, because we didn’t need much.
We had grass, the water tower as first
base, and the field to run all the bases,”
he said.
One of those baseball games ended
in tragedy, as Cole’s younger brother
Donald Frederick Cole was accidentally
struck in the chest with a bat and later
died from the injury at Coker Hospital.
“It’s that kind of history that happens
where you live that make a place sentimental,” said Dewey Cole.
The house was left to Cole in his name;
however, he shares decisions regarding
See HOLDOUT, A3

Etowah students ‘walk out’ in support of 2nd Amendment

Copyright © 2018 Marietta Daily Journal 05/09/2018
May 9, 2018 7:39 am (GMT +4:00)
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HOLDOUT
From A1
the property with his sister,
Brenda Kitchen, who currently lives in a nursing home
in Waleska.
“I keep Brenda informed
about everything going on
with the house. It’s a part of
who we are as a family,” Cole
said. The house is rented out
to family members now and
the way Cole sees the house,
it will remain in the family for
as long as anyone needs it.
Cole is retired after a
busy non-stop career that
began with working three
jobs simultaneously as an
elevator operator in the mill,
bookkeeper for Etowah Maid
Dairy, and gas station attendant for Bud Sinclair. He said
his mother tricked him to
going to see Dr. William H.
Nichols who forced him to
rest, since he was sleeping
just three hours a night. Cole
relinquished the elevator job
after the family intervention
and upon the advice of the
doctor.
After he got married,

10 Hill Street Circle is one of two properties on Hill Street Circle not sold to a developer as the area is
transformed for parking as part of the Academy @ Main mixed-use development. / Staff-Margaret Waage
Cole worked six years as a
bill collector for Kennesaw
Finance, 15 years as a branch
manager for First Financial,
five years as shop manager
at Thomas Lube Break, 10
years as production supervisor for Leaner Dynamic

Incorporated, five years as
manager for Go Plastics and
about five years as a custodian for Cherokee County.
In retirement Cole helps his
son Brad with babysitting his
granddaughter when needed.
The family decided

together to not sell their
property to become part of
the Academy @ Main project.
“They initially offered
me $40,000 and we said
no. They doubled the offer
to $80,000, but I was too
caught up in its sentimental

value. I also think, in my
opinion, the house and adjacent lot is worth more than
that,” Dewey Cole said.
Brad Cole was consulted
through the offer process, and
told his father they should
ask for something that would
ultimately be worthwhile for
both Dewey and Brenda. Brad
Cole countered with $1 million, which was declined.
“No one really wants to
sell, they’d hate to see it sold,
but if they did it would have
to allow Dewey to purchase a
dream vacation place on the
beach somewhere in Florida,
and for Brenda, something
that helps her manage comfortably,” said Brad Cole.
In the meantime both
father and son are toying
with ideas of how the empty
lot could work for them once
the Hill Street Circle construction is completed. Cole
said if they don’t sell, the
lot could be used for some
kind of business. “There was
a Popeye’s in Canton that
was built on a small sized
lot. Our adjacent lot could
be zoned for commercial
for some kind of business,”
Brad Cole said.

School district issuing more than $40 million in bonds
SHANNON BALLEW

sballew@cherokeetribune.com

The Cherokee County School Board voted Thursday
to approve an agreement to issue about $46.3 million
in bonds to supplement Education Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax funds to pay for projects
included in the 2016 Ed-SPLOST renewal.
At their April 19 meeting the board approved underL
enson, writer Citigroup to price and tentatively market the
anton, planned general obligation bonds. Although bonds
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were valued at about $39.6 million with interest rates
between 2.6 and 2.8 percent, with “coupon” rates of 5
percent, the bonds would sell for an additional almost
$6.7 million, bringing the total to $46.3 million, said
Kenneth Owen, the district’s chief financial officer.
Last year, ESPLOST revenues generated about
$32.3 million for the district. But because the district
receives that money as sales taxes are collected, general obligation bonds are included in the ESPLOST
renewal that was approved by 73 percent of those
who cast ballots in 2016.

Projects to be covered by bond revenues include the
expansion to the Mill Creek Middle School campus,
security foyers at 16 schools and other safety upgrades,
new school buses and the installation of artificial turf
at five of the district’s six high schools.
The school district will be expected to start paying
back the bonds in 2029, when the first bonds mature,
until 2033. With interest, the district will have paid
almost $62.7 million by the end of the 15-year period.
The sale of the bonds is tentative until final closing,
which is expected in about two weeks, Owens said.

Trump declares US leaving ‘horrible’ Iran nuclear accord
CATHERINE LUCEY
and JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump withdrew
the U.S. from the landmark
nuclear accord with Iran on
Tuesday, abruptly restoring
harsh sanctions in the most
consequential foreign policy
action of his presidency. He
declared he was making
the world safer, but he also
Copyright ©his
2018
Marietta Daily
Journal 05/09/2018
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short time to negotiate with
them.
Laying out his case, Trump
contended, “If we do nothing,
we know exactly what will
happen. In just a short period
of time, the world’s leading
state sponsor of terror will
be on the cusp of acquiring
the world’s most dangerous
weapons.”
The administration said
it would re-impose sanctions on Iran immediately
but allow grace periods for
Powered by TECNAVIA
businesses
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activity. Companies and
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STUDY

QUEEN

ably the first song I learned
on drums. This was the
first musical that I wanted
to direct,” he said. “It’s
an incredibly applicable
show to our day and age.
It’s not going to take 100
years to get there. Censorship is always a hot
topic, the higher ups of
any industry are always
wanting to make sure the
lower downs are saying
what they’re supposed
to, not what they want to.
We’re seeing a little bit
of censorship, and these
guys take a nice tongue
in cheek stab at it, to say,
you can’t let the man tell
you what to think or what
to do, you’ve got to follow
what’s inside you.”
Tickets are $10, $5 with
a drama club card and free
for children 10 and younger
with a paid adult ticket.
The show runs April 19,
20, 21 and 23 at 7 p.m.

From A1

From A1

and Cherokee County and
would cost $100,000 to be
completed in 6 to 8 months.
A complete intersection analysis for Ga. Highway 140
and Riverstone Parkway,
Hospital Road, Shoal Creek
Road, Northern Reinhardt
College Parkway, Pearidge
Road, Laurel Canyon/Great
Sky Parkway and Puckett
Creek/Lower Burris Road
with limited public engagement. Two scenarios would
be analyzed based on current traffic conditions and
current zoning impact and
potential traffic growth with
proposed future development based on the Comprehensive Land Use plan.
Option three is in parallel as mid-level option
but involves a joint study
with city of Canton, Cherokee County and Georgia
Department of Transportation and is estimated to cost
$225,000. This study would
look at Ga. Highway 140
from Riverstone Parkway to
Puckett Creek/Lower Burris
Road and would develop a
short, medium and longterm roadway and intersection recommendations. The
public engagement process
includes two information
sessions and presentations
to City Council.
Mayor Gene Hobgood
said the council should
look at existing land use
to make a better determination how to go forward.
Councilmember Bill Grant
wanted to know what a joint
study would cost. Peppers
said the cost might be eligible to be paid under the
Special Purpose Local
Option Sales Tax program.
Councilmember Nick
Estes wanted to know
examples of how the study
is being used. “We need
to look at what and when
development is coming
and look outward.” Councilwoman JoEllen Wilson
said “Schools should be
factored in. The more
development, the bigger
the need for schools. While
traffic might not be adverse
now, it has the potential to
become busy.”
Grant said, “Development
always say incremental
changes wouldn’t affect
traffic, but we should look
at the long term picture.”
Hobgood said,
“We’d need assurances
that money spent is
working on our behalf.”

“We make sure no one
has music, the populace is
very similar, no differences.
Individuality is frowned
upon,” she said. “It’s lots
of fun. We get to go on a
platform and tell people
what to do. It’s great, we
yell, it’s a good time.”
Dammann said audiences can expect a fun
show.
“It combines everything
that’s great about Queen
with everything that’s great
about musical theater. We
get a great show from it,”
she said.
Director Rob Fields said
the show delivers a message about censorship in a
fun and interesting format.
“Queen’s a favorite. ‘We
Will Rock You’ was prob-

largest staff concerns with
the original plan had been
height and density, according
to a staff summary of the initial site plan.
Drinkard halted Cooley’s
presentation and questioned
whether the newest proposal
being shown had been presented to city staff or the
public.
“It has not,” Cooley said.
“Commissioners, I’m going
to kind of break from the
norm here,” Drinkard said
after asking Cooley to take
his seat mid-presentation.
“I’ll preface (my comments)
by saying I appreciate the
applicant trying to resolve
issues that had been presented to them … I have a
concern that we’re about to
hear a plan that is substantially different than what the
public has been presented
… and that our staff has not
received and had absolutely
no opportunity to review —
we were already dealing with
a situation that our staff had
not had adequate time or all
of the information requested
to review it.”
The unanimous table
vote immediately followed
Drinkard’s comments.
Cooley told the Tribune
on Friday that the plan will
move forward, but is currently being worked through
with city staff to make sure
that it is suitable to all parties and is a development

“that everyone will love.”
He declined to comment on
the specifics of any changes
from either presentation until
the proposed development
re-renters the public eye
formally.
The original plan would
have included one 7-story
building on Main Street with
60 residential condos, one
7-story building just east of
Market Street with 68 residential condos and eight
street-level live/work units, a
3-level parking deck with 200
spaces between those buildings and a 4-story building
with two parking deck levels
and 32 residential condos
just west of Market Street.
In a Development Planning
Commission summary of the
initially proposed plans, city
staff expressed concern with
the lack of time they had to
review the application and
forwarded the plans to
the planning commission

OPEN

engineer to address issues
relating to being located
within a flood plain. The mill
is more than 100 years old.
Commission member Leon
Stafford asked about keeping
historic integrity in mind for
the Canton Mills development,
and Green said that would be
a consideration.
Hodge is also working with
Canton branding and architectural firm Bunker Design
Collaborative.
Commission member Leon

Stafford asked if Hodge has
been in contact with the railroad company that runs close
to the property. Ken Patton,
AICP Community Development Director, who stepped
into the meeting at the tail
end, said yes, Hodge has been
in touch with Patriot Railroad throughout the ongoing
development.
Vulcan Materials and
Patriot Railway didn’t
respond to requests for
comment.

From A1
Vulcan Materials is listed as
a site for future construction
of additional townhomes and
apartments.
“The city has been considering and promoting a visitor
friendly riverfront area, which
the applicant believes will be
promoted by their proposal
and the new uses planned
for this property,” attorney
E. Benson Chambers wrote
in the rezoning, master plan
project and conditional use
permit for multi-family
housing applications.
City zoning administrator
Steve Green said Hodge is
looking to move quickly with
development, within the next
six months.
“Hodge would like to get
started. There may be relocation (of) businesses in
that complex, the church
for example,” Green said.
There are several businesses
and Liberty Hill United
Methodist Church are now
operating in the more than
200,000-square-foot complex.
The developer and city
officials have said they expect
Canton Mills to draw visitors
to downtown, which will mean
more traffic, and residents
there would add to traffic as
well.
Green said “It’s up to city
engineers to figure out what’s
needed to accommodate new
homes, whether they’re condos
or townhouses. Once the
master plan is done, there is
a list of uses allowed to operate
within the boundaries of that
plan. The developer can establish setbacks and parking,”
once rezoned.
Commission members
said the Canton Mills project
falls within a flood plain area
and Green told them Hodge
would have to work with an

Copyright © 2018 Marietta Daily Journal 04/08/2018
April 8, 2018 7:29 am (GMT +4:00)

Lily Dammann plays a killer queen who enforces the law in the Queen-inspired “We Will Rock
You.”/ Special to the Tribune

CONDO

The Woodstock Planning Commission
hears a case for 160
condos and mixeduse development at
Main and Market
Streets downtown on
Thursday. From left:
Commission Chair
James Drinkard,
Commissioner Rod
Chumbley and
Commissioner Renee
Gable.
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♦

Staff-Thomas Hartwell

18

$

Great Value

28

with approved
credit during
promotional
period

PER MONTH*

get our…

BEST 10-YEAR TANK WARRANTY

and our LONGEST 5-YEAR
Plumbing Care Agreement from Mr. Plumber

678-383-1967
Includes installation, new ball valve, new gas flex, new expansion tank, at no additional charge. Offer valid on 40 OR 50
Gallon Bradford White Gas Water Heater with 10 year tank warranty, model number RG250T6N, RG240T6N, RG240S6N.
Offer not valid on model RG250L6BN. Special offers also available for electric models, prices may vary. Mr. Plumber’s 5-Year
Plumbing Care Agreement subject to program terms and conditions.. Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 9.99% for 120
months. For each $1,000 financed, 5 payments of $8.33 followed by 115 amortized payments of $13.55. Financing for
GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without
regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Offer expires 4/30/18 License: MP210107

POLLEN-PALOOZA!

EXCITING NEW
OFFERS ON OUR BEST
COMPLETE SYSTEMS

1650 72

$

REBATES UP TO

UP TO

OR

MONTHS

SAME AS CASH

FINANCING

ON QUALIFYING CARRIER SYSTEMS

100% UNCONDITIONAL SATISFACTION GUARANTEE
Offers valid on qualifying complete Carrier Infinity Series Air Conditioning Systems and Infinity System Wi-Fi controller. Total qualifying rebates and
monthly payments depend on which complete Carrier Infinity Series Air Conditioning System you purchase and which financing plan you choose. In home
estimates for your equipment replacement are free from Coolray. Every new system installed by Coolray includes manufacturer’s 10-year parts and labor
warranty and Coolray’s 2 year 100% satisfaction guarantee. Discounts available for multiple systems. Subject to credit approval. Offer valid thru 4/30/2018
or while supplies last. License: CN209509

without a recommendation.
Typically, the DPC has a
month to prepare a recommendation to the planning
commission, having received
all necessary materials, but
in this case, the staff had only
two days, the summary said.
The planning commission also recommended
approval, by a 5-1 vote, for
annexation and rezoning for
a 64-townhome development
at Popcorn Drive. Another
townhome development for
a maximum of 58 allowed
on 9 acres off Ga. Highway
92 and Churchill Court was
unanimously approved with
conditions.

WE FIX SINKING CONCRETE TOO!

CLASS OF 2018
ENSHRINEMENT
BANQUET

Friday, May 4th • 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Canton

Did you play for, cheer for, or tune-in to
Byron Dobbs, Lonnie Jones
or Greg Key?
Then you will want to be in attendance
when these sports heroes are inducted into
the Cherokee County Sports Hall of Fame!
ALSO BEING RECOGNIZED:
2006 Woodstock High School
Softball State Championship Team
Top Male and Female Athletes from each high
school in Cherokee County
Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children 12 & under.
To order tickets, please visit www.ccshof.net and
click on “Click here to Download 2018 Order Form”

678•383•1972
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the pulpit.
The message rings loud and clear
because the church has installed a hearing
Cherokee Tribune - 04/11/2018
loop, which works with a hearing aid to
deliver sound from the front throughout
the room. The founder of Active Life
Hearing Loops, which develops this technology in metro Atlanta and around the

throughout the room.

sanctuary or theater type environment,”
he said.
Hobbs said that using the technology
Southeast, is a member of the church
Copy
Reduced
to
73%
from original to fit letter page
named Nick Hobbs who donated his time is as simple as changing the setting on
and equipment earlier in March when a person’s hearing aid. Those without
a hearing aid can plug in a pair of
the church replaced the carpet there.
The hearing loop uses existing telecoils,
See CHURCH, A3
a copper coil in most hearing aids and

Attorney Kyle Wallace moderated a former between
Superior Court judge candidates Tony Baker, left,
and Benson Chambers, right. / Staff-Gary Tanner

River Green community seeks greenspace protection
A native magnolia
leaf on a River
Green hiking trail is
held by River Green
resident Audra
Schmidt. The leaf is
an example of trees
along River Green
trails its residents
are fighting to
protect from being
taken down.

MARGARET WAAGE

mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON — Some residents of
the River Green development on
Monday complained to members
of the Canton Board of Zoning
Appeals about ground clearing
along community walking trails.
The Academy Run development in River Green is owned by
builder Pulte Group which began
clearing the heavily forested land
to make way for new homes,
and for which two variances
were requested, seeking more
room than what was described
in previous site plans.
The original builder John

♦

Special to the Tribune-Brooke Schmidt
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the recession struck in 2008. In
Academy Run, Pulte is seeking
two variances, one to encroach
into a 50-foot stream buffer and
to encroach into a 75-foot setback
buffer, both seeking more room
along the stream.
Ethan Underwood, real estate
attorney for Pulte, said “We’re
trying to get the deal working on
this for over a decade. When the
property plan was designed in
2006 laws were different. Then
there was a 25-foot buffer. We’re
asking for the original design that
Wieland, which has subsequently was approved on lots already
merged with Pulte, had planned surveyed. That hasn’t changed,
to build additional homes in the
development, but did not when
See RIVER, A5

The Academy Run development in River Green is
owned by builder Pulte
Group which began clearing
the heavily forested land to
make way for new homes,
and for which two variances
were requested, seeking
more room than what
was described in previous
site plans.
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Copyright © 2018 Marietta Daily Journal 04/11/2018
April 11, 2018 8:09 am (GMT +4:00)

OBITUARIES A3

OPINION

A4

SPORTS B1

LIVING

A7

Powered by TECNAVIA

full load of juvenile cases,
Baker said he has handled
hundreds of Superior Court
Cherokee Tribune - 04/11/2018
cases as well, which has
earned him the trust of the
other local Superior Court
judges.
“I’ve heard 800 cases in
Juvenile Court each year

RIVER
From A1
though we are asking for a
limited variance, we’re not
asking to eliminate on every
lot.”
River Green residents’
concerns came from seeing
ground clearing and blocked
Etowah River trails without
any notice. Brooke Schmidt,
president of the River Green
Community Association in
Canton, said the community
wants these houses to go up,
but wants to know why there
wasn’t communication from
Pulte.
“Bulldozer crews came
in and clear cut the forest.
One of the amenities to our
community are the nature
hiking trails that lead to
the river. We don’t want to
fight development but want
to know what’s going on,”

quickly to the benefit of
everyone involved.
Both candidates agreed
that judges should have
discretion in sentencing,
rather than having their
actions dictated by mandatory minimum sentences
created by legislators.

member of the State Bar of
Georgia, the Blue Ridge Bar
Association and both the
state and national Council of
Juvenile and Family Court
Judges.
Baker serves as a board
member on the Cherokee
County Educational Founda-

Schmidt said.
Schmidt says the association has repeatedly asked
representatives from Pulte
to communicate with them,
asking for notice when land
would be cleared so they
could advise residents
what to expect. The ground
clearing along Audubon Trail
was suddenly marked off with
orange construction fencing
blocking any usage.
Schmidt said Pulte’s
request for land variance on
something they already did
within 25 feet of the stream
that surround Academy Run,
raised concern.
“River Green owns the
forest greenspace surrounding Academy Run and
pays taxes on it and other
greenspace,” Schmidt said,
citing city code requirements.
“Without greenspace we are
no longer River Green.”
Schmidt submitted a
written statement saying

the current plan had not
been examined since the
conceptual Master Plan of
2005 and she wanted to know
what plans were currently in
place to protect the streams
to the Etowah.
Council member Nick
Estes, who is a River Green
resident said, “I struggle with
this, we set rules and ordinances, then revert back on a
one-off occasion. Times have
changed and we’ve gotten
smarter from an EPA perspective.”
A representative from
Pulte Group, Corey Nibert
said he would reach out to
Schmidt and River Green
homeowners association to
facilitate better communication in the future.
The variance for a 50-foot
buffer was unanimously
denied, and the variance for a
70-foot buffer was approved
with the condition that it is
only for a retaining wall.

South State Checking.
Free with eStatements.
If you’re looking for a checking account that’s
free, South State Checking is just right for you.
When you sign up for eStatements, your
account is free.1 Plus, you can manage your
account anytime, anywhere with our online
and mobile options.2 Stop by and open an
Copyright © 2018 Marietta Daily Journal 04/11/2018
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account—we look forward to serving you!

magistrate judge as well.
He is a member of the State
Bar of Georgia, as well as
the Blue Ridge Bar Association, including serving
as treasurer and law day
chairman.
He has been active in the
community through mem-
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Easter Service
Pope Francis
celebrated the solemn
Easter Vigil service in
St. Peter’s Basilica
on Saturday A5

the
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‘Wine and
Swine’ Festival
to launch
summer
concert series

C1

TRIBUNELEDGERNEWS.COM

ACCESSIBILITY

Canton law
firm takes
action in
opioid suits
Thomas Hartwell
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON – A Canton law firm is seeking county and
city participation in a growing movement of litigation
filed against manufacturers and distributors of opioids.
The news follows Woodstock City Council’s March 12
decision to join a class action suit led by Rome attorney
Andy Davis.
Jonathan Pope, of Canton firm Hasty Pope, LLP told
the Tribune in an interview on Friday that he will be
scheduling meetings with Cherokee and Canton officials
to discuss the possibility of the governments filing suits
against more than a dozen opioid manufacturers and
distributors. Unlike Woodstock’s choice to join the class
action suit originating in Rome, Pope said the suits his
firm is proposing would be single-plaintiff suits.
“We don’t have any formal agreement with (Canton)
at this point, and we’ve talked to the county as well. We
hope to have (an agreement). We think it’s important
that the city and county join in to help lead this fight, but
we’re not representing them at this point,” Pope said.

Christine Laikind, a deaf Canton entrepreneur, will be a featured speaker at a conference this month in Atlanta. / Staff-Margaret Waage

A voice for accessibility rings loud and clear
MARGARET WAAGE
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

A Canton business owner will be a featured presenter
at a conference next month in Atlanta. Christine Laikind
will address a passion close to her heart – accessibility.
Laikind, founder of Canton-based SCS Digital Marketing,
was born deaf and will talk to attendees of WordCamp
Atlanta 2018 about her disability, because she said physical
limitations shouldn’t be the reason people can’t do things.
Three points Laikind said she will address are: accessibility
is good business, accessibility is good design, and most
emphatically, accessibility is a moral and legal thing to do.
WordCamp Atlanta 2018, a conference for users of
the WordPress publishing system is April 13-15 at the
Loudermilk Center in downtown Atlanta.
Laikind said she will address obstacles people with
disabilities encounter in everyday situations.
“I want to increase awareness about accessibility on the
Internet. If anything, talking about it is to put a face, a
real person behind a cause for a better future,” she said.
“Why aren’t there more Communication Access Realtime

Translation services at events or interpreters for the deaf
at medical facilities (hospitals) or to have American Sign
Language as another acceptable language to learn? I can
be standing at my pharmacist and I see a sign to their
booth that they offer all kinds of language interpretation
in Spanish, Korean, etc., but I never see ASL. Why not?”
Growing up deaf, Laikind said she felt a constant need
to prove herself and to compete with “them,” her public
school peers who could hear, and who bullied her.
Born in the 1960s, Laikind said today’s technology — the
Internet and smartphones — make communication easy
through email and texting capabilities. Laikind also uses
CapTel, a telephone that displays what the caller says in
written captions on a bright window display.
During the 1960s, a person with no hearing had one of
two choices, either learn sign language to communicate
or “oralism,” which is communicating with speech and
lip reading.
Laikind is considered “profoundly” rather that totally
deaf and wears a hearing aid in her right ear. Still, she

SEE OPIOIDS, A2

Canton firm Hasty Pope is urging the city and county to
get involved in the movement of pursuing litigation against
opioid manufacturers and distributors. / Staff-Thomas Hartwell

SEE VOICE, A5

Cherokee cities confident of computer security systems
MARGARET WAAGE

How to protect yourself from malware

mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

Remember the best protection consumers can
use is knowing malware can come from anywhere.
Recommended tips to keep your computer and
information safe listed in Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s Ten Top Safe Computing Tips:

As Atlanta’s city government works to recover from a
March 22 attack on its computer system, local officials
said this week they are confident their systems won’t
suffer a similar fate in which all departments of Atlanta
government suffered disruptions to services.
At Cherokee County’s largest city, Woodstock, City
Manager Jeff Moon said no data is stored on the city
web site and for operating systems, everything is located
behind a firewall to start with and security systems are
updated on a regular basis to protect against new threats.
A nightly backup of Woodstock’s data is processed to
an off-site location.
“We have required all city employees to go through a
training class on electronic threat recognition (phishing,
etc.),” Moon said in an email to the newspaper. “Our IT
department periodically sends out emails through a third
party vendor to employees testing their response(s). Any
employees who fails the test (i.e. click on something they
shouldn’t) are required to go through remedial training.
Finally, we also limit user access privileges to those systems the individual employee needs to accomplish their
given job.”
In Canton, the county seat, City Manager Billy Peppers
said, “We continually monitor for viruses, spam, and
security related to our firewalls. Our online payment
platforms for various City business functions, such as

Sheriff’s office:
Man dies after
shooting at police
SHANNON BALLEW

sballew@cherokeetribune.com

A man died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound after
a confrontation and standoff with police Thursday night,
according to a statement from the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office.
Deputies responded Thursday at 5:59 p.m. to 153 Chickasaw Run, where reports indicated a man at the residence
was possibly intoxicated and threatening to harm himself
and others.
Police found the man, identified later as Jason Dunn,
64, shooting his gun in his backyard before entering the
home. CSO SWAT members and negotiators unsuccessfully
attempted to make contact with Dunn, who shot “several”
rounds at deputies, the statement said. No one was shot
and none of the deputies fired their weapons.
The SWAT team threw tear gas canisters into the house,
attempting to get Dunn out. The Forsyth County SWAT
team arrived and sent a robot into the house, where it
found Dunn dead from a self-inflicted gunshot wound.
Cherokee Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigation Division
is conducting the investigation into the incident.
“Cherokee Sheriff’s Office would like to thank the Forsyth
County Sheriff’s Office SWAT Team for their assistance in
this incident,” said CSO spokeswoman Sgt. Marianne Kelley.

1. Patch, patch, patch: An updated computer will
have more protection than one that hasn’t got the latest
software installed.
2. Install protective software that will scan and
update virus definitions automatically.
3. Choose strong passwords that combine letters,
numbers and special characters and create unique
passwords for each account.
4. Back up your computer routinely to ensure access
to your data if it should be compromised.
5. Control access to your computer: never leave a
computer logged on in an unsecured, public area.
6. Use email and the internet safely. Don’t open
unsolicited emails and attachments or links that come
from anyone you don’t know.
7. Use secure connections.
8. Protect sensitive data by removing it from your
hard drive if recycling or repurposing the computer.
9. Use desktop firewalls on either Mac or Window
platforms to protect files being scanned.
10. Stay on top of new developments.

SEE SECURITY, A3

Canton man jailed on entering vehicles charges
THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

A Canton man remains in custody after his
arrest in Woodstock for multiple attempts to
enter vehicles around the city.
Demitrious Powe, 18, and a juvenile male
were arrested last week after they fled the
scene of the crime, police said. According
to the Cherokee Sheriff’s Office, Powe was
charged with eight felony counts of criminal
attempt to commit entering auto, one felony
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count of violation of probation and one misdemeanor count each of theft by receiving stolen
property, contributing to the delinquency of
a minor and loitering and prowling.
Woodstock police reported that on March 24
at approximately 1:20 a.m., officers responded
to the Woodstock Knoll subdivision after a
reported “entering auto in progress.”
“The caller advised that two males were seen
walking away from the residence,” Woodstock
spokeswoman Brittany Page said.
Officers established a perimeter around the

PARTLY SUNNY
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PARTLY SUNNY

residence while others continued to search for
suspects, Page said. Police located two males
matching the description given to police, who
were attempting to leave the neighborhood
in a van.
“We appreciate the caller for being vigilant and calling 911 when something looked
suspicious. Because of this, we were able to
respond quickly and apprehend the responsible
individuals,” Woodstock Police Chief Calvin
Moss said. “We want to remind our residents
that if you see something, say something and
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call 911. A vigilant community is a safe community.”
Powe is being held at
the Cherokee County jail.
Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman
Sgt. Marianne Kelley said
Friday Powe’s is being held
without bond because of a
parole violation. The juvenile male involved in the
incident was released to
his parents.

Demitrious
Powe
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black workers find jobs in
low-wage, less-prestigious
Cherokee Tribune - 04/01/2018
fields where they’re overrepresented, such as food
service or preparation,
building maintenance and
office work, the AP analysis
found.

VOICE
From A1
has 83 percent hearing loss
in the right ear. She initially
learned to communicate
using oralism techniques
and later learned sign language. Today a child diagnosed deaf will receive the
ability of total communication language training
beginning as early as 6
months.
Laikind’s journey has put
her on a clear and direct
path to help others.
CART services might
seem inconsequential for
those with no impairments.
According to The World
Bank there are 1 billion
people — 15 percent of the
world’s population — that
have some kind of disability.
People with disabilities are
“more likely to experience
adverse socioeconomic outcomes than persons without
disabilities, such as less
education, poorer health
outcomes, lower levels of
employment, and higher
poverty rates,” according
to the international development institution.
Laikind approximates
there are 1 in 5 visitors to
any website who have some
sort of disability.
“I’m referring to ailments
such as visual impairment,
mobile impairment like
cerebral palsy, autism, or

Copyright © 2018 Marietta Daily Journal 04/01/2018
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10-to-1 in management,
8-to-1 in computers and
mathematics, 12-to-1 in law,
and 7-to-1 in education —
compared with a ratio of 5.5
white workers for every black
one in all jobs nationally. The
top five high-paying fields

height of turbulent school
desegregation, a Pulitzer
Prize-winning photograph
from an anti-busing rally
at City Hall showed a white
man attacking a black
bystander with an American flag.

neurological disorders like
Parkinson’s,” she said. “All
of these limitations make
moving a computer mouse
difficult. These people have
to resort to other devices.”
Accessibility for people
with disabilities is the law
for schools and businesses,
Laikind said.
As an adjunct graphic
design professor at Chattahoochee Technical College, Laikind knows how
important access is for
students. For example,
all coursework documents
posted for students must
be checked for accessibility
that ensures slides have
descriptions, are displayed
in the order intended, have
sufficient contrast, and
have large font sizes, (18
pt. or larger). All images
must contain descriptions.
Word documents must also
be accessibility checked to
meet compliancy standards,
she said.
Laikind considers herself
an avid learner.
“My biggest frustration is
I can’t be quiet. I believe in
continuing learning. How
do I take advantage of that
when companies or coursework I want to take doesn’t
transcribe or caption?” she
said.
When she encounters
accessibility non-compliance, she’d prefer to advocate for it.
“Companies that haven’t
invested in CART services

are losing out on business
opportunities from people
like me. The cost for these
services is not that prohibitive,” she said.
When Laikind isn’t
teaching, you can find her
active at Woodstock and
Marietta WordPress Meetup
groups. Her site SCS Digital Marketing offers best
practices in web design,
marketing, content, website and email hosting, and
web security services.
“I am putting a face to
accessibility. We need to
talk more about it. I hope
to find a partner to team up
with to make everyone more
aware about it,” Laikind
said of her presentation at
WordCamp Atlanta.
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WORDCAMP
ATLANTA 2018
April 13-14, Loudermilk
Conference Center 40
Courtland St. North East,
Atlanta
The 2-day $40 ticket
includes WordPress educational and design sessions,
evaluating the Accessibility
of web sites with web-based
tools, web resources, web
optimization, web security and more. For a full
schedule listing speakers
and workshops visit: 2018.
atlanta.wordcamp.org/
event-info.
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Shalini Shah, MD
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